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Part One:

The yearly Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva meeting was the usual enjoyable party, featuring a lively business meeting, a very interesting speaker and a
delicious tea. Some members livened things up further by
dressing in period costume, and we have the pictures to
prove it! A good time was had by all, and our Lady General
is encouraging more period dress at next year’s meeting.
Of particular interest was Mike Swisher, who purchased
special Lady Godiva suspenders. He could easily have taken
orders and marketed this, so interested was everyone to see
them. Mike said the suspenders are made by the company
Trafalgar, and could possibly be ordered through men’s
clothing stores.
[Editor’s Note: We tried the Trafalgar website, at
https://www.trafalgarstore.com/collections/limited-edition-braces
and it appears this item may no longer be sold online.]
Dick Jordan with his
outstanding costume.

The most inspirational costume was that of Master of the
Horse Dick Jordan, who went to quite a bit of effort to
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The Lady General’s Message
Summer Greetings Lady Godiva Cousins,
I find it hard to believe that we are in the middle of summer, and in Florida
where I live, that means some of your outdoor activities are limited by your
stamina to deal with the heat. So, besides doing some traveling, I have been
helping cousins with their genealogy, and trying to work on joining one or
two more societies after saying I was not joining anything else. Whatever
you are doing, I hope that you are having a fun time.

I will mention several items which I think are noteworthy. If you missed the
April 2017 annual SDLG Tea in DC, you missed a lot of fun. We had a wonLady General Davine
derful guest speaker, Christian E. Fearer, and I thank Rhoda Garcia for recommending Christian. Some of our members dressed in period attire, which Moore Roberts
you can view in the pictures in this newsletter. So, we plan to expand this
period attire adventure in April 2018, and hopefully more members will have fun with dressing
up as a medievalist for our annual Tea. There are lots of ideas on the internet for clothing of the
medieval time frame (or other period that you are particularly excited about), and you may already have something in your closet to wear.
As you can view in the pictures, our castle table decorations were provided by our Adornment
Chairman, Madeline Alworth, and three pieces of Godiva Dessert Truffles topped each castle.
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*[Editor’s Note: This edition of the Godiva Gazette has been divided into Parts One and Two, due to the document’s large size,
to enable us to upload it to our website. It has also been updated to correct errors and omissions in the original.]

The Lady General’s Message, Continued from p. 1
Thank you, Madeline, and thanks go to Teresa Bennett and Linda Bennett for decorating the tables, and helping
after the meeting. We so appreciate our Lord Marshal George Hill sponsoring us at the Army and Navy Club.
Last month Dick Jordan sent me an embossing seal for our society. It embosses 20 lb. paper and gold seals. You
can view the embossed gold SDLG seal here (at right). It is very
shiny metallic gold, and, while it is difficult to get a good readable
picture of it, it’s definitely a quality item. Thank you, Dick, for this
wonderful gift, and it will definitely be used!
Our very own well-renowned Genealogist General Tracy Crocker
was honored by the Hereditary Society Community (HSC) at the
Anderson House on April 19, 2017, in Washington, DC. He was chosen for all his contributions and outstanding services to the various
lineage societies. He is highlighted in this newsletter, listing his numerous accomplishments (p. 14). He is an extremely knowledgeable
genealogist, and we are very lucky to have him in our society. Also,
if you are having problems making connections with your lineage,
he does do genealogy research, so you might want to consult him
about doing research for you.
If it were not for our members contributing to our newsletter, it
would not be very interesting. During April in DC, I get to chat
Gold sticker embossed with SDLG’s new seal.
with some of the members and find out interesting things about
them. Chris Moberg shared his genealogy project with me, which I enjoyed hearing about, and I think you will,
too. I asked him if he would share his project with us, which he has done in this newsletter. His article is titled
“Finding Hope in the Midst of Grief.” (See “SDLG Stories,” p. 21.) It brought tears to my eyes as I was reading it. I
think you will agree that his worthwhile genealogy project will be appreciated and handed down for many generations to come. He plans to continue some kind of visual remembrance with other family ancestors, and he has already begun working on those. Maybe some of you would like to follow his lead and do something similar for your
parents, ancestors, etc.
I received an interesting email from Peter Mansel Llewellyn, a Lady Godiva cousin who lives in the United Kingdom. He wrote the following:
I was doing some browsing online as Lady Godiva is also an ancestor of mine and came across your interesting site. Visitors to Coventry today of course see a very different city from the city of Godiva and Leofric but a
picture that I have on my wall (a framed poem) that was written in the War was on the wall of my Grandmother's house in Coventry and I think sums up very well the shock of the bombing and the hope for the future. You may have seen this before but thought I would send it over in any case. My Grandmother remembered very clearly the worst night of the bombings and the thousands of people walking out of the city the
next morning with their few belongings that they could carry to find shelter and safety. She had grown up in
the city and whilst changes had been made, particularly in the 1930's, the shock of hearing not just about the
homes flattened and people killed, but also of the ancient buildings that had gone overnight.
Coventry is a mainly modern city today but one that sits atop a very old place which still seeps into today and
is only just below the surface.
He included the poem, written by Miriam Garratt, which we are sharing with you in this newsletter. (See poem,
reproduced on p. 11.)
In another email he wrote:
It is fascinating to find connections and to read about mutual ancestors. 'My lot' are generally a mix of Welsh
and Norman French and from there a whole spiders web opens up of course.
When you visit next, Kenilworth Castle (although mainly ruined) is well worth a visit as is Warwick Castle
(intact) if you are able to venture further afield. Royal Leamington Spa is very close to Coventry too with lots
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The Lady General’s Message, Continued from p. 2
of grand terraces and parks from its spa heydey.
In still another email Peter wrote:
99/100 people here would imagine that Lady Godiva was almost a myth or that she is so far back that nobody
could know they are descended, so your experience in Coventry does not surprise me. Yes, an interesting point
about genealogy. Maybe the difference is that 'most' people in Europe know their ancestry goes back a long time
in the same place i.e. they haven't moved continents and so on and aren't as interested to find out. Another factor though is the remnants of the class structure. Whilst this is largely extinct day to day, most people (unless
they know differently from their family knowledge) will see themselves quite detached from 'Lord this' or 'Lady
that' and won't delve back into history. That said, even if they do and although more and more records are
online these days, so many records are based on parish Church records of births, marriages, deaths and therefore most people will fail to reach back further than say the 1700's or late 1600's unless they have knowledge of a
more illustrious ancestor and make the required documented link.
Of course simple maths tells us that many more must be descended from noble families etc. but most people
would not either be able to prove the link or wouldn't actually be interested enough to find one. As you say,
where you have gateway ancestors in the USA, a lot of research has been done already and available.
My own family were 'landed gentry' and therefore a lot of information already exists for me to access (such as
Debrett's, Burke's Peerage and online) as well as family papers that are now held in the National Library of
Wales.
One of my lines back to Godiva goes through the Mansel's through their marriage to the Somerset's (Earls of
Worcester) and from there through the Browne/Arundel/ le despenser/ de burghersh/ de Verdun/ de bohun/ de
braose/ de neufmarche/ Fitz Osbern/ Nesta of North Wales/ Ealdgyth of Mercia/ Aelfgar of Mercia/ to Godiva.
I also have another route via earlier Mansel's and the de penrice family to the de braose link and both Margaret
and Bertha of Hereford.
Peter and I compared our genealogy to determine where we connected, and I thanked him for his contribution.
Hopefully, you enjoyed reading what he had to say about Coventry above and Lady Godiva. Maybe some of you will
be visiting Coventry soon! Please don’t forget to share your travel experiences with us.
Ariana Mouring, our 2016 fall scholarship winner, sent our society a thank you note, and we wish her well in her college endeavors at the University of Central Florida. Our Lady Godiva Scholarship Fund continues to grow, and we
thank those members who have contributed this year, and you will find their names in this newsletter (p. 18). Our
Godiva Scholarship letter also can be found in this newsletter (p. 17). As always, I appreciate everyone’s help in
spreading the word about this scholarship.
We have a new Scribe General, and her name is Karen Janczy. She is employed by the Daughters of the American
Revolution. Welcome aboard, Karen! Good luck to our previous Scribe General Paulette Lollar, who has been so
faithful for 3 years.
Mark the date for our next Annual Tea on Friday, April 13, 2018, at the Army and Navy Club in Washington, DC. It
will be held in the John Paul Jones Room. Make plans to be there in your medieval attire, if you choose to do so!
Here’s wishing you all the best summer ever from,
Your Lady Godiva Cousin,
Davine
“Good Judgment, Good Spirit, and Good Character Generate Happiness with Reward through Membership and Service.”
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create a British Army redcoat uniform. All were impressed, and awed at the level of detail. In the medieval category,
Suzanne Bass arrived in a (sorta) 11th century dress and cloak, most of the pieces of which she’d gotten from Goodwill, but the effect was pretty good.
George Hill wowed everyone with an embroidered robe and cap, which may not have been medieval but struck the
right tone. We were glad to see Dr. Mark Young, Sr., wearing his formal kilt — which of course is not a costume, but
regular Scottish attire, but still impressive. Many members wore fabulous hats, which added to the festive air created
by the lovely decorations and cheerful artwork displayed in the meeting room at the Army and Navy Club.
Enjoy the party photos, this page and continuing on pp. 5-9.

George Hill
(Christina Woods
in background.)
Guest speaker Christian Fearer.

Davine Roberts, Karen Janczy, Sharon Stine, Christian
Fearer, Carla Odom.

Members having tea.
Christina Woods, Dick and Mary
Jordan.

Dewayne and Tamera Mouliere.
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Davine Roberts, Karen Janczy.

Pat Wasilik, Lannie Hill, Marsha
Masone.

2017 Meeting Photos, Continued on p. 5.

2017 Meeting Photos, Continued from p. 4

John and Nancy Nakamura, Laura Howell.

Chuck Poland, Lynda Moureau, Pat Gallagher, Lea Martin.

Richard Wright, Virginia Rouse.

Linda Bennett, Teresa Bennett, Mark Young, Sr.

Suzanne Bass.

Barbara Allison, George Hill, Ann Williams.

5 Rhoda Garcia, Dewayne and Tamera
Mouliere, Nancy Stringfellow.

Mike Swisher.

Davine Roberts.

George Hill, Davine Roberts, Lannie Hill.
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Chuck Poland, Lynda Moreau.

Dick Jordan, Lannie Hill.

Davine Roberts, Christian Fearer.

Gotta love those suspenders, so cool! Mike Swisher.
Karen Hall, Mary Glenn, Mike Swisher.

George Hill.
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Mary Glenn, Mike Swisher.

Lannie Hill, Tim Mabee, George Hill.
2017 Meeting Photos, Continued on p. 7.
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Castle Decorations, with Godiva chocolate.
Christian Fearer, Carla Odom.

Mike Swisher.

Linda Bennett, Teresa Bennett (sisters-in-law).
Sharon Stine, Carla Odom.

Davine Roberts, Nancy Nakamura.

Nancy Stringfellow, Linda and Teresa Bennett, Richard Wright.

Christian Fearer, Sharon Stine,
Karen Janczy.
Lea Martin.
7

Pat Gallagher. (In back: Jean
Pollard.)

2017 Meeting Photos, Continued on p. 8.

2017 Meeting Photos, Cont’d from p. 7

Laura Howell, Jean Pollard, Chuck Poland, Lynda Moreau, Lea
Martin, Pat Gallagher. (Upper right corner::Pat Wasilik.)
Suzanne Bass, Rhoda Garcia, Elizabeth
Kortum.

Barbara Allison.

Marsha Masone, Karen Janczy. (Back:
Christina Woods.)

Lannie Hill, John and Nancy Nakamura.

Lynda Moreau.

Left to right: John and Nancy Nakamura, Lannie Hill, Laura Howell, Jean Pollard,
Chuck Poland, Lea Martin, Lynda Moreau, Virginia Rouse.

Virginia Rouse, Marsha Masone.
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Nancy Stringfellow, Linda Bennett.

2017 Meeting Photos, Continued from p. 8

Laura Howell, Jean Pollard, Chuck Poland.

Davine Roberts.

Marsha Masone, Karen Janczy, Dick Jordan,
George Hill, Mary Jordan.

Left to Right: Tamera and Dewayne Mouliere, Rhoda Garcia, Nancy Stringfellow,
Suzanne Bass, Linda and Teresa Bennett, Mark Young, Richard Wright.

Mary and Dick Jordan, Davine Roberts.

The General (Master of the Horse Jordan)
at the buffet. (Elizabeth Kortum and Tamera Mouliere in back.)

Pat Gallagher, Jean Pollard, Richard Wright, Teresa
Bennett.
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Dick Jordan, Mark Young, Sr., George
Hill.

