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Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva  

South Carolina Chapter-in-Development 

Update by Lorraine Kish 

Editor’s Note: We appreciate SDLG member Lorraine Kish’s update on the work being done to organize an 

SDLG chapter in South Carolina.  See her note, below:  She is in the picture, at right, with fellow South Carolina 

member Christine Howard, left.  Thank you, Lorraine, Christine and all South Carolina members and prospec-

tive members! 

Godiva Gazette, Summer 2019 

Part Two 
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One of the fascinations of genealogy is discovering well-known relatives in one’s background.  It makes 
history relevant, personal and interesting.  
 

In my case, such historic icons include Charlemagne, William the Conqueror, Henry II, King John and 
Martin Luther, but none hold a fonder place with yours truly than Lady Godiva, Countess of Mercia.  In the 
mind’s eye, I can picture her now, sans her colorful medieval garb, proudly parading through Coventry on a 
handsome steed, protesting her husband’s onerous tenant taxes – a sort of one-person “Boston Tea Party” and an 
inspiration for later courageous female figures like Joan of Arc, Helen Keller and Mother Teresa.  
 

Perhaps these verses tell her fabled story best: 
 
“Lady Godiva is undeniably one of the best,  
More famous and fetching than all the rest;  
Her bold and generous ride sets her apart,  
And why descendants hold her in their heart!” 
 

Plantagenet Kings, Magna Charta Barons and U. S. Presidents clearly carry venerable weight, but to this 
day none have garnered more notoriety than Lady Godiva.  Which is why this proud descendant is delighted to 
highlight her in his line nearly a thousand years and fifty generations later.   
 

If you are one of the lucky ones who can name her a direct ancestor and haven’t already come on board, 
the Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva beckons you! 
 

Philip Kerry Curtis 
Member, Society of Descendants of 
     Lady Godiva since 2018 

 
 

Ancestors Who Inspire Us 

By Philip Kerry Curtis 
July 5, 2019  

“Lady Godiva,” by 
John Collier, 1898. 
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Report of the 

National Royal Alchemist General 

By Dr. Mark E. Young, Sr. 

July, 2019 

To B or not to B? 
 

All is well in the kingdom!  However, I hope to help you keep it that way. Commonly prescribed medications can 
lead to a deficiency in B vitamins, therefore, I encourage you to take a B-complex to supplement that loss.  As al-
ways, consult with your pharmacist first, but B vitamins should never be taken alone and they should never be taken 
with an iron supplement.  Iron blocks the absorption of vitamin B’s, so take your B-Complex at a different time of 
day than an iron supplement.  All of the B’s (B-complex) taken together act in a perfect synergy for maximum bene-
fit. 

B-complex vitamins usually contain the following: 

B1 (thiamine): Thiamine plays an essential role in metabolism by helping convert nutrients into energy. The 

richest food sources include pork, sunflower seeds and wheat germ.  

 

B2 (riboflavin): Riboflavin helps convert food into energy and also acts as an antioxidant. Foods highest in ri-

boflavin include organ meats, beef and mushrooms.  

 

B3 (niacin): Niacin plays a role in cellular signaling, metabolism and DNA production and repair. Food sources 

include chicken, tuna and lentils.  

 

B5 (pantothenic acid): Like other B vitamins, pantothenic acid helps your body obtain energy from food and is 

also involved in hormone and cholesterol production. Liver, fish, yogurt and avocado are all good sources. 

 

B6 (pyridoxine): Pyridoxine is involved in amino acid metabolism, red blood cell production and the creation 

of neurotransmitters. Foods highest in this vitamin include chickpeas, salmon and potatoes. 

 

B7 (biotin): Biotin is essential for carbohydrate and fat metabolism and regulates gene expression. Yeast, eggs, 

salmon, cheese and liver are among the best food sources of biotin. 

 

B9 (folate): Folate is needed for cell growth, amino acid metabolism, the formation of red and white blood cells 

and proper cell division. It can be found in foods like leafy greens, liver and beans or in supplements as folic 

acid. 

 

B12 (cobalamin): Perhaps the most well-known of all the B vitamins, B12 is vital for neurological function, DNA 

production and red blood cell development. B12 is found naturally in animal sources like meats, eggs, sea-

food and dairy. 

  

Dr. Mark E. Young, Sr. 
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Thank You To the Hereditary Society Community 

By Christopher Moberg 

Continued on p. 12. 

My mother was diagnosed with stage 4 pancreatic cancer in the spring of 2012. At first, our family was devastated. 

After coming to terms with this new reality however, I resolved to make the most of the time that we had left. My 

mother’s family history needed to be discovered and preserved before it was too late. Unfortunately, distance was a 

problem. My family lives in Minnesota, while my parents lived in Indiana. I made many phone calls and trips that 

year, and wrote down all the family history that my mother could remember. Then, I looked for family history books. 

Fortunately, my mother had two books for her father’s side of the family: “The Genealogy of the Bauknight – 

Bouknight Family” and “The Ancestry of Alyce Steele Cartwright.” For her mother’s side of the family, there were sev-

eral scanned family histories available in Google Books. I used ancestry.com to find additional information and or-

ganize what we had found. I soon discovered that not everything in family histories and in ancestry.com was correct. 

We needed help sorting out what was true and what was not, so I began sending emails to hereditary societies asking 

for help in proving various ancestors so that my mother could become a member. The emails included the fact that 

my mother had been diagnosed with pancreatic cancer and only had months to live. The following is an account of 

the tremendous help and support that we received. 

On May 15th, I contacted Barbara Lewis of the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) 

in Minnesota. She explained to me the necessary proofs and how to obtain them. We put to-

gether three generations of documentation, which was enough to connect to the DAR appli-

cation of my mother’s great aunt. Barbara invited me to her home to look over the applica-

tion for last-minute corrections. She included a letter with the application describing my 

mother’s health situation and requesting speedy verification. By July 3rd, I had a copy of the 

approved application. It turns out that John Chew (1749 – 1838) of Virginia was not a 1st lieu-

tenant as the original application had stated. Instead, the DAR found proof that he paid a 

supply tax in Fairfax County in 1783 and approved the application on that basis. After my 

mother passed away, Barbara made sure that my mother was remembered at the chapter and 

state memorial services. 

On May 24th, the United Daughters of the Confederacy (UDC) library sent me copies of 

approved applications for ancestor William Steele. In addition to his service information, 

the applications indicated that he was made captain of his company after capturing a 

spy! He was given all the equipment of the spy, including a horse saddle, sword, and a 

pair of pistols. On June 4th, I contacted Pam Schmidt of the UDC in Indiana about mem-

bership for my mother. Pam explained that in addition to the approved applications, I 

would need to provide three generations of proofs. Pam helped immensely by finding 

tombstone photos on findagrave.com, military records on Fold3, and a missing marriage 

certificate. On June 19th, Pam confirmed that the application was approved. We had 

proved that William Steele (1819 – 1898) of Virginia served in company B of the 23rd Regi-

ment, Virginia Cavalry. The UDC chapter sent my mother cards and prayed for her. Pam 

kept in contact with me every month to ask about my mother’s condition so that she 

could give updates at UDC meetings. When my mother passed away, one of her only re-

grets was that she had not joined the UDC sooner. 
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Continued on p. 13. 

Thank You to the Hereditary Society Community 

By Christopher Moberg, Continued from Page 11 

On June 8th, I contacted Marveen Minish of the Minnesota Ladies of the Grand Army of 

the Republic (LGAR). The membership process required only a simple form, in which I 

indicated that my mother was the great-granddaughter of John Whipple Jr., who moved 

through the ranks from 1st Lieutenant, Full Adjutant, Full Captain, and Full Major of 

Company C of the Rhode Island 1st Cavalry. He mustered in on 27 September 1861 and 

mustered out on 17 February 1863. On June 18th, my mother was voted into membership. 

She loved the LGAR membership insigne because of the American flag ribbon.  

On June 12th, I contacted Vickie Day of the Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
(DUVCW) in Indiana. She was able to find documentation in the “Annual Report of the 
Adjutant General of the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations for the year 
1865” proving the service of John Whipple Jr. in the 1st Regiment of the Rhode Island Cav-
alry. I visited my parents in Indiana, and Vickie met us at a McDonald’s located between 
our summer cottage and her home. On July 7th, my mother’s membership was approved. 
We proved that John Whipple Jr. (1841 – 1902) enlisted on 27 September 1861 as a 1st Lieu-
tenant in Company C of the 1st Regiment Rhode Island Cavalry. Although he made rank 
as Full Major, his service ended 17 February 1863 as a Captain. Vickie contacted me from 
time to time to see how my mother was doing, and after my mother passed away, Vickie 
offered to put flowers and a flag on her grave for Memorial Day.  

On June 14th, I contacted Leslie Canavan of the National Society of New England 
Women (NSNEW). She shared that her father also had pancreatic cancer and offered 
her sympathy. She provided all the information necessary for my mother to join 
NSNEW as a member at large. For this society, I proved that John Whipple Sr. was 
born in Providence, Rhode Island on 22 October 1784. The application was reviewed 
and found correct by the Registrar General on June 25th. After my mother passed away, 
Leslie ensured that my mother was remembered at the memorial service at the 
NSNEW Congress.  

On June 14th, I contacted Donna Mason of the United States Daughters of 1812 in Indi-
ana. After the application was completed and mailed, she had the National Registrar 
watch for the application and move it to membership quickly. The application was ap-
proved on July 4th. We had proved that William Steele (1770 – 1818) was a Private in Cap-
tain Samuel Doak’s company, 5th Regiment, Virginia Militia from August 29th to Novem-
ber 30th, 1814. Donna asked about my mother regularly and let me know that the chapter 
thought of her and wished her well. I recently tried to contact Donna and was saddened 
to find that she had passed away. I am grateful for all that she did for my mother and 
me.  

12 



 

6 

On June 15th, I contacted Donette Kranz of the Colonial Dames 17th Century in 

Minnesota. Using The Five George Masons and Adventurers of Purse and Person 

books, I was able to provide all the necessary proofs. By August 28th, the appli-

cation had been approved. We proved that George Mason II (1660 – 1716) 

served in the Virginia House of Burgesses in 1688. Donette sent me the various 

proofs she had found such as city directories, census records, and newspaper 

articles. After my mother passed away, she was remembered at the national 

conference Hour of Remembrance Memorial Service in Washington, DC. 

Thank You to the Hereditary Society Community 

By Christopher Moberg, Continued from Page 12 

On June 15th, I contacted Patty Arndt of the Daughters of Founders and Patriots of 

America in Minnesota. She found a tombstone picture of Abigail (Alice) Brown for 

me and pointed out that we were cousins, both descended from Reverend Chad 

Brown (1600 – 1650) of Rhode Island. My mother became a member on August 6th. 

We were able to prove that John Whipple (1616 – 1685) settled in Dorchester, Massa-

chusetts in 1632, and that Samuel Whipple (1757 – 1809) was a Patriot from Rhode 

Island. After the membership was approved, Patty provided all the documentation 

necessary to join the Society of the Descendants of Colonial Clergy (SDCC) using 

ancestor Chad Brown. Although my mother did not join this society, I later used the 

proofs from Patty to become an SDCC member myself. I was not able to join the 

Order of the Founders and Patriots of America. My mother could follow a male line 

of descent from one of her parents, but I could not. 

On July 1st, I contacted Donette Kranz of the Daughters of American Colonists in 

Minnesota, not realizing that she was the one who I had been working with for Colo-

nial Dames 17th Century. This was my first experience working with one person for 

multiple societies, which I would later find out is very common. Donette let various 

officers know of the urgency of the situation and sped up the application process. By 

July 24th, the application was approved. We proved that John Whipple (1616 – 1685) 

of Rhode Island took an oath of allegiance to King Charles II in 1666. 

On July 7th, I contacted Anne Winn of the Sons and Daughters of the Pilgrims in 

Virginia. Throughout the application process she asked about my mother’s health. 

On August 12th, the application was approved. We were able to prove immigrant 

John Page (1627 – 1692) of Virginia. After my mother passed away, Anne wrote me a 

very kind letter offering her condolences.  

Continued on p. 14. 
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On July 17th, I contacted Rachel Wills and on July 18th, I contacted Bonnie 

Hofmeyer of the Jamestowne Society. Rachel wrote a beautiful letter to the 

headquarters office sponsoring my mother. Bonnie found an existing Jame-

stowne Society application that had generations 8 through 10 that I could use 

for my mother’s application. Bonnie contacted the genealogist to have him 

work on the application as soon as he received it and to expedite the process. 

The application was approved on July 31st. We were able to prove Robert 

“King” Carter (1663 – 1732) of Virginia, who was a Burgess and Councilor. I 

had the pleasure of finally meeting Bonnie at the April 2019 Heritage Week 

dinner in Washington D.C. and thank her for all that she did for me and my 

mother. 

Thank You to the Hereditary Society Community 

By Christopher Moberg, Continued from Page 13 

On August 3rd, I contacted Nancy Brennan of the National Huguenot Society. I had 

found my ancestor Moses Le Moine listed on the national website and asked her if 

she had any additional information. Nancy sent me proofs for birth, marriage, and 

death information and confirmed that he was the father of my ancestor Peter Maw-

ney of Rhode Island. I was able to obtain an article from the New England Historic 

Genealogical Society (NEHGS) entitled, “A Mawney Line of Descent,” which con-

tained the rest of the information that I needed to complete the application. My 

mother became a member on August 13th. We were able to prove that Moses Le 

Moine (1650 – 1720) was a Huguenot from Normandy who came to America in 1687 

and settled in East Greenwich, Rhode Island. My mother was very surprised to 

learn of a Huguenot ancestor, and I vividly remember during the last week of her 

life, she once again looked at me with surprise and said “Huguenot!”  After her 

passing, the society chaplain sent a hand-written note to my father with condo-

lences and let him know that my mother would be formally remembered during a 

worship service at the next conference. 

On August 12th, I contacted Marlene Wilkinson about the Descendants of Early 

Quakers. She helped me by sending a proof from the “Encyclopedia of Ameri-

can Quaker Genealogy” Volume III. I completed the application, and my 

mother received a national number on October 25th. We were able to prove 

that Jotham Post (1740 – 1817) of New York was an early member of the Society 

of Friends. Marlene indicated on several occasions that she was praying for my 

mother, which was very much appreciated. 

Besides the urgency of the health situation with my mother, each of the people mentioned above had additional 

challenges to overcome. Initially I knew nothing about genealogy and had to be helped with every step along 

the way. In some cases, I made the process harder by insisting on proving a new ancestor rather than using an 

ancestor that had already been proven. Since I live in Minnesota and my mother was in Indiana, they had to 

overcome the challenges of distance. Each of the above individuals showed great concern for my mother. I espe-

cially appreciated when Pam Schmidt and Peggy Hobbs visited my mother on June 8, 2012 to have her sign the 

UDC application and get to know her.  

Continued on p. 15. 
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Thank You to the Hereditary Society Community 

By Christopher Moberg, Continued from Page 14 

Pam Schmidt and Peggy Hobbs (left) visit my 

mother, Gwen Moberg (right). 

Because of the tremendous urgency that was given to my 

mother’s applications, I had enough time to purchase insig-

nia and have them sent to her. After my mother had received 

them all, we ordered a display case and mounted them in 

chronological order. My wife took a photograph of the dis-

play case and helped me label the photograph to show the 

generation number, name, and corresponding society for 

each generation. My mother passed away on New Year’s Day, 

2013. When I look back on the events of 2012, rather than be-

ing filled with sadness, I am filled with gratitude for the tre-

mendous support that I received from the hereditary society 

community. Thank you! 

“Ancestry” display case with insignia for lineage societies, created by Chris Moberg for his mother. 15 
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The Burnley Family celebrated Independence Day 2019 in royal style! Todd serves as the Commander of Tooele Ar-

my Depot in Utah and, per tradition, the Commander’s family has a meet and greet with the Miss Tooele City Pag-

eant Court before the parade. Todd, Staci-Jill (SDLG Member) and their daughters, Catherine and Caroline, also 

participated in the parade with an historic WWII truck as their chariot and they rode through the town in the spir-

it of our beloved ancestress. Todd and Staci-Jill also recently represented the Depot in June at the 2019 Utah Mili-

tary Ball celebrating the Army’s 243rd birthday and the 75th anniversary of D-Day. The event was held at the Grand 

American Hotel in Salt Lake City.  

Fourth of July, Military Style 

The Burnley family at the Fourth of July parade. 

Staci-Jill and Todd at the Utah 

Military Ball. 

Miss Tooele City and court, with Burnley daughters 

Catherine and Caroline. 
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Fondly Remembering An SDLG Member: 

Jane Craig Kincaid 

Cave Creek - Jane Craig Kincaid, 79, of Cave Creek, Arizona, went home to 
be with the Lord on January 26, 2019. She passed away peacefully with her 
family by her side. After surviving ovarian cancer 12 years ago, she fought a 
brave two-month battle with pancreatic cancer.  
 
She is survived by her children; Sarah Mehan (husband Mike), Scott Roth 
and Laura Roth; her grandchildren; Ryan, Scott, Julian, Sydney and Elliott 
along with her brother Dennis Kincaid, her sister Julia Lynn Anderson, her 
niece Rebecca Kincaid Shelton several nephews and many cousins. 
 
Her mother, Mary Vida Kincaid, her father, Jules Vern Kincaid and her 
brother, Stuart Kincaid, preceded her in death. 
 
Jane was born in Covington, Kentucky on June 24, 1939. Raised in a military 
family, she lived in many states. She attended Munich American High School in Germany and graduated 
from Tucson High School in Tucson, Arizona. 
 
She spent many years in Santa Cruz, California where she raised her family and worked for the County of 
Santa Cruz. Upon retirement, she moved to Waldorf, Maryland and in 2005, she found her way back to Ari-
zona. She loved the Arizona heat and desert. Up until her diagnosis she was still jogging and walking in the 
early morning hours with many of her friends and her beloved black German Shepard, Jett. Janie, as her 
friends knew her, was a wonderful mom, nana and dear friend to many who brought joy and warmth to 
those around her. She was brave, independent and full of life. She was very proud of her children and grand-
children. 
 
Jane was a devoted member of the Black Mountain Baptist Church where she enjoyed her bible study group 
and teaching vacation bible school.  
 
She was a member of the Daughters of the American Revolution (Major Winfield Scott Chapter), United 
Daughters of the Confederacy, Colonial Dames of the 17th Century and eight other historical lineage groups 
where she held several positions. Through the UDC she received the highest award for historical research, 
the "Jefferson Davis Award and Medal," for her research into the lives of 17 confederate soldiers buried in the 
Pioneer and Military Memorial Park Cemetery in Phoenix. Her research continues to be used today. 
 
A memorial service will be held at 11:00 am on Saturday, February 2, 2019 at Black Mountain Baptist Church, 
33955 N Cave Creek Road, Cave Creek, AZ 85331. 
 
Memorial donations may be made to Black Mountain Baptist Church for Vacation Bible School scholarships 
or Hospice of the Valley. Please visit https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/phoenix-az/jane-kincaid
-8140612 for online condolences. 
 
Published in The Arizona Republic on Jan. 30, 2019. 
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Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva 
Annual Meeting Minutes: April 12, 2019 

The Army and Navy Club, Washington, DC 
The meeting was called to order at 3:40 p.m after a delightful tea.  The invocation and blessing were given by Prelate 
General Barbara Allison. 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America was led by First Lady in Waiting Ann Garner, Ma-
jor (Ret) USMC. 

Founding Lady General Roberts appointed First Lady in Waiting Garner, Second Lady in Waiting Sharon Stine and 
Prelate General Allison to review the minutes of the meeting. 

Founding Lady General Roberts welcomed all in attendance and thanked Lord Marshall Dr. George Hill for sponsor-
ing the Society for this meeting.  Adornment Chairman Madeline Alworth was acknowledged for the Lady Godiva 
note pads at each place setting and Founding Lady General Roberts announced she gifted Lady Godiva pens to all pre-
sent. 

The objectives of the Society were read by Second Lady in Waiting Stine. 

Lord Marshall Hill read the motto of the Society. 

The Colors of the Society were read by Lila Housden. 

The Official Flowers of the Society were read by Founding Lady General Roberts. 

Recognized at the head table were: 

Scribe General Karen Markey Janczy, Genealogist and Register General Tracy Crocker and Grand Marshall Tim Mabee.  
All were welcomed. 

National Presidents of other hereditary societies in attendance were presented, as follows: 

Davine Roberts, President General, Order of Descendants of Colonial Physicians and Chirurgiens. 

Shelby Ward, President, Order of Descendants of Ancient Planters 

Karen McClendon, President General, Order of Americans of Armorial Ancestry 

Lila Housden, Governor General, Hereditary Order of the Red Dragon. 

Sharon Stine, President General, Descendants of Colonial Mothers. 

Tim Mabee, Governor General, The Hereditary Order of the First Families of Connecticut; Governor General, The 
Plymouth Hereditary Society. 

Chuck Poland, President General, Order of the House of Wessex. 

Ann Garner, President General, National Society Colonial Daughters of the Seventeenth Century; Governor, Descend-
ants of Brian Boru. 

All other guests were greeted at their seats. 

Founding President General Roberts announced an organizing society in South Carolina, with Organizing Duchess 
Lorraine Kish.  The Jacksonville, Florida Society has a new President, Lois Swan.  Justiciar Annelies Mouring and 
Chancellor of the Exchequer Sonya Eason completed all files for our tax-exempt status as required. 

Our application to The Gavel Society will be delayed by one year.  The requisite five-year mark for the Society fell 
short one day after the annual meeting of The Gavel Society, this year on April 11, 2019. 

Two scholarships of $500.00 were awarded.  Kristin McKenna is a senior nursing student and Bonnie Sopher is a fresh-
man. 

It was announced that several members lost their spouses this year, including Mary Jordan, wife of Master of the 
Horse Dick Jordan, and Dr. Jeffrey H. Fischer, husband of Melissa Fischer. 

Continued on p. 19. 18 
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Members were thanked for providing articles for the Godiva Gazette and encouraged to continue to submit.  The ar-
ticles for the summer newsletter will be due around the first of July. 

Genealogist and Registrar General Crocker reported the Society admitted eighteen new members, four members 
passed, with a total membership of two-hundred ninety-one members.  

Founding Lady General Roberts introduced our speaker for the afternoon, New York Times bestselling author and 
Lady Godiva descendant Eleanor Herman, who gave a fascinating program discussing her latest book, The Royal Art 
of Poison: Filthy Palaces, Fatal Cosmetics, Deadly Medicine, and Murder Most Foul.  Signed copies of her book were 
available for purchase after the meeting. 

The minutes of the 2018 meeting were reviewed and approved.  They will be published in the summer issue of the 
Godiva Gazette. 

Copies of the report of the Chancellor of the Exchequer were made available at each table.  A motion was made by 
Alchemist General Webmaster Young and seconded by Master of the Horse Jordan to accept the report.  Motion 
passed. 

Alchemist General and Webmaster Young brought greetings.   

Lee Nelson, Organizing Duchess of Arizona, presented a check for $200.00 to go to the Scholarship fund.  The dona-
tion was made in memory of members Jane Kincaid and Georgiana Swanson. 

Chuck Poland, Duke of Virginia, reported a meeting would be held later in the year, probably in Richmond. 

Founding Lady General Roberts explained the requirement of twelve members for a state SDLG to organize.  There 
are currently eleven states either organized or in the process of being organized. 

Medieval Heraldry Artist General Patsy Bass could not be present at the meeting, but a sampling of her artwork is 
available in the Godiva Gazette. [See p. 33.]  Notecards and copies of her painting of the Coats of Arms for Godiva and 
Leofric are for sale, with the profits going toward our Lady Godiva Scholarship Fund. 

It was announced that Master of the Horse Jordan is looking for articles for the Godiva Gazette. 

Poet Laureate Dianne Boren’s poem “Lady Godiva” was read by Nancy Nakamura. 

New member Philip Kerry Curtis wrote a poem about his membership in the Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva, 
read by Ann Wilkerson. 

Unfinished Business:  None. 

New Business: 

Founding Lady General Roberts announced a Nominating Committee will be elected for the election of new officers 
at the 2020 Meeting, for a two-year term.  The Scribe General read Article VI, Section 1 of the bylaws: 

Section 1:  The presiding Lady or Lord General shall appoint two (2) members of the Executive Council and 
three (3) members in attendance at the Annual Meeting shall be elected to serve of the Nominating Commit-
tee.  This Committee of five (5) shall elect its chairman.  Members of the Nominating Committee shall have 
attended at least one Annual meeting prior to the meeting at which the election is held, and no individual 
shall serve on two consecutive nominating committees. The Nominating Committee shall be comprised of 
adult members in good standing, whether or not they have held a previous office or not.  Holding office in 
the past, present or future shall not serve as a deterrent for the election of the Nominating Committee. 

Founding Lady General Roberts appointed Lord Marshall George Hill and Count General Michael Swisher and asked 
for nominations from the floor for the remaining three (3) members:  Sharon Stine and Karen Kurth Hall were nomi-
nated from the floor.  Dick Jordan volunteered to serve on the committee.  There being no further nominations, the 
nominations were closed.   

A vote was taken on the motion to elect Sharon Stine, Karen Kurth Hall and Dick Jordan to the Nominating Commit-
tee.  Motion passed. 

April Meeting Minutes, Continued from Page 18 
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Minstrel General Karen Kurth Hall lead the members in the Lady Godiva Song, to the tune of “Lady Madon-
na.” 

Founding Lady General thanked the decorating committee and Ann Wilkerson for helping at the registra-
tion desk. 

Prelate General Barbara Allison then led the Memorial Service for the following members: 

Barbara Joan Lilley DeRiemacker, Founding Member 
Ancestor: Richard Lyman of Massachusetts 
Born: January 24, 1937 in Detroit, Michigan 
Died: May 26, 2018 in Indian Land, South Carolina 
 
Sue Fair Ryan, Founding Member 
Ancestor: Thomas Dudley of Massachusetts 
Born: August 18, 1934 in Sterling, Kansas 
Died: September 8, 2018 in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
 
Georgiana Swanson, Charter Member 
Ancestor: Thomas Yale 
Born: January 26, 1936 in Iowa City, Iowa 
Died: May 27, 2018 in Phoenix, Arizona 
 
Jane Craig Kincaid, Charter Member 
Ancestor: William Bernard 
Born: June 24, 1939 in Covington, Kentucky 
Died: January 26, 2019 in Cove Creek, Arizona 
 
In closing, Founding Lady General Roberts thanked 
everyone for coming.  Prelate General Barbara Ali-
son gave the Benediction. 
 
The 2019 Annual Meeting of the Society of De-
scendants of Lady Godiva was adjourned at 5:05 
pm. 
 
Karen Janczy 
 
Scribe General 

April Meeting Minutes, Continued from Page 19 

“Lady Godiva” movie 

poster, 1921. 
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Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva  

Oklahoma Report 

Barbara Brown-McMullin 

Duchess of Oklahoma 

The Oklahoma Society met recently for a luncheon with the Magna Charta Dames and Barons at the Quail 
Creek Golf & Country Club in Oklahoma City.  Immediately following the luncheon/meeting, the cousins of 
Lady Godiva had a separate meeting in an adjacent room of the Club.  Barbara Brown-McMullin, Duchess, 
welcomed present members and prospective members.  Linda Fox gave a brief program on her Gateway An-
cestor, Edward Johnston-Transporter of Virginia.  A list of “Gateway Ancestors” of the SDLG was distributed 
for those prospective members in attendance. 
 
A memorial service was conducted at the close of the meeting of departed member, Sylvia Sue Fair Gordon, 
who was deceased September 2018. 
 
Barbara Brown-McMullin 
 
Duchess of Oklahoma 

Those attending were Dana Boyd, Frances Crabtree, Glenda Wallace, Carol Martin, Linda Fox, Ellena Womack, 
Carma Jenkins, Cynthia Henderson, Diane King and Barbara Brown-McMullin.  Announced were plans for a De-
cember Christmas Luncheon in Oklahoma City.  Not pictured is Cynthia Henderson. 
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Editor’s Note:  Many thanks to SDLG member Brian Richardson for agreeing, at Lady General Roberts’ request, 
to send along pictures of several displays he has had made.  One is a framed insignia of the Society of Descend-
ants of Lady Godiva, along with the membership certificate.  The other artwork is a portrait of Brian, with a coat 
of arms and scrolling surrounding the portrait.   

We at the Gazette are always interested in hearing of  ways to spark interest and conversations about family his-
tory, hereditary societies, and SDLG in particular.  Thank you to Brian for sharing some ideas. 

And see SDLG member Chris Moberg’s story on p. 11, regarding his family history and framing of insignia. 

Creative Displays and Artwork 

By Brian Richardson  

Framed SDLG certificate and insignia of Brian 

Richardson. 

Frame and mat from Golden State Art, Las 

Vegas, Nevada.  

Portrait of Brian Richardson, with heraldic motifs,   

by artist Evan Ringuette,  
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Continued on p. 24 

Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva  

Florida Report 

B. Davine Roberts 

Duchess of Florida 

Sixth Annual Florida State Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva 
Meeting 

Embassy Suites Hotel, Buena Vista, Orlando, Florida 
February 9, 2019 

Front row: Lady General Davine Roberts, Victoria Spurlin, Teresa Bennett. 
Second row: Judy Lewis, Rhoda Garcia, Maria Miller, Beverly Gentry, Elizabeth Kortum, Laura Allen, Lois Swan, Annelies 
Mouring, Barbara Albright, Donna Chapuis-Signor, Ginger Stroke, and Barbara Voi. 
Those present, but not in the picture were Patricia McCullers, Debbie Graham, and Jean Mann. 

 

Lady General Davine Roberts welcomed members and guests and gave an update on the highlights of the Society 
since the national meeting last April. The program consisted of five members who presented the program on one 
of their favorite ancestors:  The presenters were: Teresa Bennett and her sister, Victoria Spurlin; Lois Swan, Eliza-
beth Kortum, Rhoda Garcia, and Davine Roberts.  Below is a short version of their presentations, which we all en-
joyed.  A nice time was had by all, and the meeting was adjourned to the free reception in the Hotel Atrium. 
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Continued on p. 25. 

Teresa Bennett  and Victoria Spurlin gave 
a presentation on their Gateway Ancestor, 
Nathaniel Littleton.  

 
Nathaniel Littleton was born  December 
22, 1605 at Hopton Castle in Shropshire, 
England.  He immigrated to Jamestown 
Colony before 1635 and married Ann 
Southy in James City, Virginia, in 
1640.  He was Chief magistrate of North-
ampton County, and Counselor in 1640, 
and Burgess in 1652.  He died in North-
ampton County, Virginia, in 1654.  The 
Littleton Coat of Arms is: Argent, a chev-
ron between three escallops sable.  The 
Crest is: A stag's head cabossed sable, at-
tired or, between the attires a buglehorn 
or, hanging by a bend gules.  The new 
members translated the heralds descrip-
tion as, "a silver shield with a black chevron with two black seashells above and one below the chevron, a 
knight's helmet is above the shield, on top of the helmet is a black stag's head, cut off straight across the bot-
tom, the stag has gold antlers with a gold buglehorn hanging from a slanted red bar that extends between the 
antlers." 

 
Lois Swann gave her presentation on her witch 
ancestor, Lydia Gilbert. 

 
The dismal roll of witch hangings in Connecti-
cut begins with that of Alse Young who was 
hanged May 26, 1647. No witches were ever 
burned in New England. Mary Johnson of Weth-
ersfield went the same way in 1648, and on 
March 6, 1651/2, John Carrington and his wife 
Joan were convicted. There is a record showing 
that both were executed. The fifth victim was 
Lydia, wife of Thomas Gilbert of Windsor. We 
shall give as full an account as possible of her 
case. 
 
Who Lydia Gilbert's accusers were is unknown. 
Whether ignorant gossip or private enmities 
brought this ghastly charge upon her, it is im-
possible to say. That the charge of procuring the 
death of Henry Stiles could be brought against 
her seems incredible, when everyone of mature age in Windsor must have known that Henry Stiles met his 
death by the carelessness of Thomas Allyn, three years before. But this charge was brought against her. She was 
charged with other witchcrafts besides this, and it may be that she was one of those unfortunate women to 
whom suspicion of witchcraft clung, for reasons which cannot now be stated. The evidence upon which Lydia 
was convicted, and the names of the witnesses against her, are unknown. The juror's oath, the names of the ju-
ry, and the names of the magistrates who heard the case are on record, as well as the indictment and the ver-
dict. Six of the magistrates and jurymen were residents of Windsor, five of Hartford, and the rest belonged to 

Florida Report, Continued from Page 23 
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Florida Report, Continued from Page 24 
Wethersfield. The Court considered the case in a special session beginning November 28, 1654. The jury 
brought in the indictment and the records seem to show that they brought in the verdict as well. These two 
functions of a jury are separate in our time, but in 1654 it was not so. This seems repugnant to our ideas of jus-
tice. We should like to hope that the Court proceeded after the ancient English manner, receiving the indict-
ment from the jury, hearing the evidence and deciding in accord therewith. 
 
The Juror's Oath 
You do sware by the Ever living god that you will diligently enquire & faithfully present to this Court what soe Ever 
you know to bee a Breach of any Established Law of this Jurisdictyon so far as may conduce to the glory of god and 
the good of the commonwealth as allso what Oreginall offences you shall Judge meete to be presented, as you ex-
pect helpe from god in Jesus Christ. 
 
The Indictment 
Lydea Gilburt thou art here indited by that name of Lydea Gilburt that not having the feare of god before thy Eyes 
thou hast of late years or still dust give Entertainment to Sathan the greate Enemy of god and mankind and by his 
helpe hast killed the Body of Henry Styles besides other witchcrafts for which according to the law of god and the 
Established Law of this commonwealth thou Deservest to Dye. 

The Verdict 
Ye party above mentioned is found guilty of witchcraft by the Jury. 

In the Colony of Connecticut in the Seventeenth Century, persons who were convicted of witchcraft were hung. 
And so ends the sad tale of Lydia Gilbert, wife of Thomas Gilbert of Windsor, Connecticut. 

Elizabeth Luana Kortum presented information on 
her ancestors for whom she is named. 

 

Many people who first meet me think that my mid-
dle name, Luana, is Spanish or Mexican.  It is nei-
ther. I and three other members of my family were 
given the name Luanna. The original Luanna was my 
great grandmother Luanna Beebe.  Her father, Lewis 
Beebe, was in the War Between the States  or Civil 
War.  He was a private and he, along with other sol-
diers, was stricken with cholera.  Cholera is a very 
nasty disease and is not mistaken once a person is 
dying with it. The infection of the intestines is from 
contaminated drinking water.  The person has diar-
rhea which depletes the body of water and induces 
shock.  Death occurs within 48 hours. 
 
When Lewis came home he was unable to return to 
service.  His wife, Anna Cossaboom Beebe ,traveled 
by train to Washington to see President Lincoln.  I, 
personally, do not think that Lincoln saw her, but I 
am sure one of the officers in charge of the troops 

spoke with Anna. When Anna arrived at home several Union troops kicked down the door and threw Anna 
across the room.  Then they dragged the dying Lewis off to Philadelphia.  Of course Lewis died and Anna deliv-
ered her baby. The baby was called Luanna after Lewis and Anna. The very sad part of this was that this officer 
had what I call an over kill.  He should have investigated before dragging a dying man to his death in Philadel-
phia.  To cover his mistakes he labeled Lewis being drunk on duty several times and he had the doctor label 
Lewis' death from inebriation.  When my cousin, John Simmermon, brought up by the original Luanna Beebe, 

Continued on p. 26. 
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read the history of Lewis he was broken-hearted.  As a genealogist I combed over the records.  I noticed that 
there was only one man that had claimed drunkenness. 
 
Later, two men from town witnessed that Lewis never drank.  The record was changed to cholera, yet things 
from this incident changed people's lives.  Anna disliked Lincoln until the day she died.  John Simmermon, who 
recently died, was embarrassed by these lies and our entire family, which should have been proud of Lewis, 
would only speak quietly of him. 
 
I have given my mother's documentation to my first cousin once removed and she has all of the names of these 
people. In the meantime, my aunt is Alma Luanna, my first cousin once removed is Lisa Luanna, my daughter is 
Luana Mae and I am Elizabeth Luana.  It is a special name to our family. 

George Elkington was baptized in Mollington, Oxfordshire, England, on December 7, 1650, and 
immigrated to the colony of West Jersey on the ship “The Kent” in 1677. This group of Quakers 
arrived four years before William Penn’s land grant for what later became Pennsylvania.  

George Elkington came to America as a blacksmith and an indentured servant to Dr. Daniel 
Wills, another of my ancestors, and after four years of service was given 100 acres of land.  He married in West 
Jersey and had several children, among them my ancestor Elizabeth Elkington, who married Joshua Ballinger. 
George was a very considerate ancestor, first by carrying those Royal genes to America, next by being a Quaker 
with their excellent records, and next by leaving a will naming his wife and children.  

I am confused as to how a son of landed gentry became a blacksmith, although early Quakers had a trade in 
addition to whatever land they acquired in America. The Elkington family belonged to the Church of England. 
George’s membership in the Society of Friends may have caused issues with his family so perhaps he thought it 
best to have a trade and immigrate. 

George Elkington became a prominent person in Burlington Co. West Jersey and died there in 1713. My father, 
his descendant, was born in that area 200 years later. 

Davine Roberts did a presentation on her Gateway Ancestor Dannett Abney. 

My gateway ancestor is Dannett Abney.  The Abney surname is Eng-
lish, and the name is from a place in Derbyshire named Abney, from 
the Old English personal name Abba (genitive ) + Old English eg 
meaning “island.” The surname is now much more common in the 
U.S. than in England. 

One of the reasons people came to this country in the 1600s was be-
cause they were not the first-born male who inherited the land and 
the majority of their parents’ estates.  So they came seeking their 
own way in life to better themselves and families.  Dannett Abney 
did just this, as he was the second-born son.  He was baptized Febru-
ary 26, 1657 at St. Mary De Castro, Leicester, in Leicestershire, Eng-
land, son of George Abney and Bathshua.  He immigrated to Ameri-
ca in 1694, settling in St. Margaret's Parish, King William County, 
Virginia, and married Mary Lee, widow of his brother Paul.  Dannett 
wrote his will in Spotsylvania County, Virginia on February 5, 1730 
and it was proven in court by his widow Mary on March 5, 1733. 

His son, Abraham Abney, was baptized on 27 December 1702 in Ab-

Florida Report, Continued from Page 25 

Continued on p. 27. 

Rhoda Garcia,pictured in the group picture at the beginning of this report, spoke on her Gate-

way Ancestor, George Elkington.   
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ingdon Parish, Gloucester Co.  Before moving to S.C., Abraham was a Sheriff of 
Henrico, Co., VA.  He was well educated and became a physician.  He present-
ed a petition to the Virginia House of Burgesses, claiming "discovery of a cure 
for cancer by some samples of the natural growth of the colony." He received a 
monetary award to continue his research.  

On April 3, 1764, Abraham deeded 400 acres to his son, Dr. Nathaniel Abney, 
Halifax County, Virginia.  He moved with his family to South Carolina about 
1769 and settled in the Old Ninety-Six District. He tended the wounded, fur-
nished supplies, and assisted the Continental Army during the Revolution. He 
later migrated to Camden District and lived in that part which later became 
Chester County.  

Abraham and his son Nathaniel are proven ancestors with D.A.R., and their 
father and grandfather, Dannett Abney, has gotten me into many royal socie-
ties.  Not all gateway ancestors will get one into our Lady Godiva Society, but I 
think about 95% of them will work. 

 
B. Davine Moore Roberts 

Duchess of Florida 

Founding Lady General 

Florida Report, Continued from Page 26 
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“Lady Godiva”  

By George Frederick Watts, 1880. 

Davine Roberts and Elizabeth 

Kortum. 
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We are a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt nonprofit society, and your do-
nations are helping our Godiva Scholarship grow. We have 
scholarship donations at three levels. Since March, we have 
had scholarship donations in the amount of $435.00. 
 
Gold Level - $500 and above: None 
 
Silver Level - $100-$499 - Dick Jordan and the Arizona State 
Society 
 
Purple Level - Up to $99:  Marsha Masone, Lee Nelson and 
Mike Swisher 
 
Thank you letters have been written and sent to these mem-
bers, recognizing their donations. They may use the letter for 
their income tax nonprofit contribution purposes. We will 
continue to recognize the donations we receive.  Because of 
the above donations, we will be able to award another $500 
donation, making a total of three $500 scholarships. 

 

Lady Godiva Scholarship Donations 

Lady Godiva in Czech glass. 28 
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The Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva is sponsoring a $500.00 scholarship to a student who is attending an 
accredited four-year college or university or an accredited community college. The student must be enrolled in 
college full time and have a 3.0 GPA or above. The student must submit an acceptance letter from their college 
of choice if they will be a freshman in September, an official transcript of grades of previous year from school 
attended, two letters of references, a social security number, and a letter telling of his/her aims and ambitions. 

 

The Scholarship Chairman and Committee Members will furnish applications upon request.  The application 
must be completed fully and returned with all of the requirements by November 1, 2019 to the address below.  
The criteria for awarding the scholarship are need, academic merit, extracurricular participation and communi-
ty service.  The winner of the scholarship will be announced by December 1, 2019.  The $500.00 scholarship will 
be sent directly to the winning student’s college. 

 

If you know someone who is eligible for the Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva scholarship, please have 
them contact the Scholarship Committee Members for an application: 
 

B. Davine Moore Roberts  Christine “Chrissy” Herreid  Charlene Herreid, Ph.D. 

Founding Lady General  Scholarship Committee Chairman Councillor 

Retired High School Teacher  Founding Member SDLG  Founding Member SDLG 

DavineR@aol.com   College Student   University Administrator 

904-766-6182    Chrissyherreidj@aol.com  Orangetree83@aol.com 

cell 904-910-8614   cell 813-468-5555   cell 813-468-5556 

Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva 

 

MEMORANDUM TO THOSE INTERESTED IN APPLYING FOR A 
SOCIETY OF DESCENDANTS OF LADY GODIVA SCHOLARSHIP 

2019 
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Proposed Slate for 2020-2022 for the Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva 

By Dick Jordan, Elected Chairman of the Nominating Committee 

 
By the Nominating Committee per Bylaws: 

 

Appointed by Lady General Davine Roberts:  Lord Marshall George Hill and Count General Michael Swisher. 

Nominated and elected:  2nd Lady in Waiting Sharon Stine, Minstrel General Karen Hall and Master of the Horse 
Dick Jordan. 

 

Lady General…………………………………………………………… Stine, Sharon 

Honorary Lady General …………………………………………. Roberts, Davine 

Lady in Waiting …………………………………………………….. Garner, Ann 

2nd Lady in Waiting ……………………………………………….. Odom, Carla 

Lord Marshal …………………………………………………………. Swisher, Michael 

Count General ……………………………………………………….. Jordan, Dick 

Countess General ………………………………………………….. Sopher, Catherine 

Earle General …………………………………………………………. Roach, Ken 

Baron General ………………………………………………………... Mabee, Tim 

Baroness General …………………………………………………... Janczy, Karen 

Prelate General (religious)……………………………………... Nakamura, Nancy 

Scribe (Sec.) General………………………………………………. Allison, Barbara 

Justiciar ………………………………………………………………….. Mouring, Annelies 

Chancellor General ………………………………………………… Ford, Harold 

Chancellor Exchequer ……………………………………………. Eason, Sonya, (Need Assistant to Learn Quick Books) 

Genealogist General ……………………………………………….. Crocker, Tracy 

Chirurgeon General ……………………………………………….. Nielson, Eric 

Corresponding Secretary ……………………………………….. Glenn, Mary 

Herald General ………………………………………………………. Hall, Karen 

Historiographer General ………………………………………... Bass, Suzanne (Editor Godiva Gazette/Publications       
       deemed appropriate) 

Medieval Heritage Artist General ………………………….. Bass, Patsy 

Master of the Horse ……………………………………………….. Hill, George 

Grand Marshal General …………………………………………. McClendon, Karen 

 

The others may be appointed by the Lady General. 
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Dear Members of the Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva, 

I am offering these lovely black tote bags for sale.  The bag has a deep outer zippered pocket and a smaller 
inside pocket.  The outside of the bag is approximately 16” across the top by 12” high with a 5 ½” by 10” 
base.  The two straps are each 26” long.  The Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva Insignia is embroi-
dered on the front of the tote, not printed. 

The bag is $50 of which $5 goes to the Lady Godiva Scholarship Fund.   $50.00 

               
         Postage      5.75 

               
         Total   $55.75 

 

Make your $55.75 check payable to Ann Williams Garner. 

Please send your order to: 

Ann Williams Garner 
102 Preston Road SE  
Parrott, GA  39877-5202 
Email:  awilli1861@aol.com 

Phone: (H) 229-623-5715; (Cell) 229-886-4219 

31 

mailto:awilli1861@aol.com


 

25 
32 



 

26 
33 



 

27 

 

 

34 


