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I hope everyone is off to a great start in 2017.   The state and chapter soci-
eties of SDLG have had fun fall meetings, and more info with pictures 
can be found in another section of this newsletter.  Thank you, Duch-
esses, for letting me know about your meetings!  The state societies pro-
vide a venue closer to where members live, which is especially helpful for 
those members who cannot  travel to Washington, DC, to attend our na-
tional meetings.  Also, as we are growing in numbers in certain city are-
as, keep in mind that a chapter may be formed anywhere if there are 12 
members. 

Thank you, Virginia Rouse, for your outstanding service as the Virginia 
Duchess, and for planning very interesting meetings for the Virginia Society.  Marsha Masone 
has taken over as the new Duchess for Virginia.  Please read her message and view her picture 
under the Virginia State Society Report. 

I received several unique Lady Godiva-related gifts for Christmas.  About a week or so before 
Christmas, my doorbell rang, and when I opened the door I found this very large box sitting 
there.  It was from David Grinnell, and he had sent to me two huge volumes (1,817 totals pages) 
of Lady Godiva’s Gateway ancestors with many descendants.  I had to take a picture to show 
everyone these two volumes which are each 5” thick.  He didn’t tell me he was sending this, so it 

In January 1017, Canute of Denmark had completed his conquest of England, having been crowned 
King at Christmastime.  He ruled for 19 years, but the early period of his reign was fraught with 
intrigue, with the Saxon leadership understandably chafing under foreign control.  Two of those 
leaders were Leofwine, a powerful nobleman (“ealdorman”) in Mercia, and his son Leofric, the 
husband of Godiva.   

In July 1017, King Canute married Emma of Normandy, the widow of the recently-deceased King 
Ethelred (The Unready).  In a short time, she had borne him a son, Harthacanute.  But Canute 
was also quick to use the sword in solidifying his control over England.  Within a year of his suc-
cession, he had executed many Saxon noblemen to eliminate any challenges.  Emma’s son by old 
King Ethelred, Edward (The Confessor) fled to his mother’s relatives in Normandy. Canute added 
insult to injury by imposing a heavy tax to pay off the Scandinavian soldiers who had helped con-
quer the country.   

Canute’s reign was not the wholesale disaster for the Saxons that the Norman Conquest (50 years 
in the future) would be.  Notably, he encouraged the consolidation of power among a few  leaders 
— eventually to Anglo-Saxons who proved their reliability.  In this way, the country was adminis-
tered under the old kingdoms of Wessex, Northumbria, East Anglia and Mercia — now called 
earldoms.  In 1017, Canute executed the old Saxon Earl of Mercia; he gave the earldom to 
Leofwine. By the early 1020s, Leofwine had died, and Leofric was Earl of Mercia.  He enjoyed the 
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Lady General’s Message,  Cont’d. 

was a wonderful surprise! 

Thank you, David, as this is a treasure! 

The second unusual gift was from my son-in-law Terry Sopher, wife of our Baroness 
General Cathy Sopher.  It is a 4”x 4” terracotta tile of Lady Godiva on her horse.  Very 
special, indeed!  The tile can be used as a coaster or to hang on the wall as it has a 
built in hanger.  Thank you Terry for thinking of me along with my ancestor, Lady 
Godiva. 

David Grinnell has provided us a word search on 
Gateways to Lady Godiva.  I think you will enjoy 
finding the gateway ancestors. Thank you, David, 
for taking the time to make this activity and send 
it! (See Grinnell’s Godiva Gateways Game, p. 8.) 

We have a new Lady Godiva Scholarship winner, 
Ariana Mouring, and she just happens to be the sister of last year’s winner.  Please 
read about this very academically inclined young lady who has a wonderful ambition 
and aspires to attend MIT.  (See p. 11.) 

The Fourth Annual Florida Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva meeting will be 
held on February 11th at the Embassy Suites Lake Buena Vista, Orlando, FL, 8100 Lake 
Street, Orlando, FL 32836-640, phone: 407-239-1144, at 4:30 p.m. in the Seminole 
Room.  Our Founding Member Rhoda Garcia will be our guest speaker and will pre-
sent the program "The New Netherlands Colony and the American Character.” 

The meeting is free and open to all society members, prospective members, and guests.  A separate invitation was sent 
to all Florida members in early January, but out-of-state members are very welcome to attend, and the invitation is in 
this newsletter.  (See p. 17.) 

We are looking forward to another successful annual meeting.  We had an informal Organizing Meeting in 2013, 
Founding Meeting in 2014, Chartering Meeting in 2015, An-
nual Meeting in 2016, and now we are having our next An-
nual Meeting in 2017.  Please mark your calendar for the 
2017 Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva meeting in 
Washington, DC.  This Annual Tea will be held on 
April 14, at 3:00 p.m., with business starting at 3:30 
p.m. in the John Paul Jones Room at the Army and Na-
vy Club, 901 17th St NW, Washington, DC 20006.  Please 
invite guests if you wish to do so.  A separate invitation will 
be sent later. 

Please continue to send articles, as it is interesting to see 
what our members are doing.  My thanks to Godiva Gazette 
Editor Suzanne Bass, who always works very hard to bring 
you the most informative Gazettes possible, but she de-
pends on you, the members, to submit articles. 

Here is wishing for you and yours a great 2017. 

“Good Judgment, Good Spirit, and Good Character Generate          
Happiness with Reward through Membership and Service” 

Yours in SDLG, 

B. Davine Moore Roberts 

Godiva Gateway Ancestors and 

descendants:  Two Volumes com-

piled by David Grinnell 

Lady Godiva (terra-cotta tile) from 

Terry Sopher 

“Lady Godiva Procession, Coventry” by David Gee (1793—1872) 
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trust of King Canute, who, it was said, “held [Leofric] in great affection.”   

Earl Leofric was now in a position to enhance his power.  England enjoyed relative peace.  The Viking raids that had har-
assed the country for decades now ceased for the most part, because a northman was sitting on the English throne. And 
that northman, Canute, grew to be a good king — and he liked Leofric. Leofric apparently took the opportunity to  run 
his extensive estates and become richer — as the many endowments to churches and monasteries by Leofric and Godiva 
attest. 

On Canute’s death in 1035, Godiva and Leofric’s tranquil life ceased.  
Canute’s son, Harthacanute, by his second wife, Emma, had numerous 
supporters among the English nobility to succeed his father.  But Ca-
nute also had a son, Harold Harefoot, by his first wife, a Mercian noble-
woman.  Leofric took the side of Harold, and was his most powerful 
backer for the throne.  Harold was lucky, in that Harthacanute was in 
Denmark when King Canute died, and was not present in England to 
marshall his supporters.  Harold won in the end, and became king: 
Leofric had backed a winner.   

Harold died five years later, and was succeeded by his brother Hartha-
canute.  Leofric was now in the position of needing to prove his loyalty 
to the man (now the King) that he had worked against.  Harthacanute 
gave him that chance in short order, raising taxes and making himself 
generally hated.  The King’s tax collectors were killed by a mob in 
Worcester, which incensed Harthacanute so much, he ordered Leofric 
and a few other earls to burn the city.  Poor Leofric had strong ties of 
kinship in Worcester, but he dutifully (perhaps excessively) followed his 
sovereign’s orders and laid the city to waste.  What Godiva may have 
thought of this behavior is not recorded.  But it worked: Leofric earned 
the King’s favor. 

Harthacanute’s reign was even shorter than his brother’s had been, 
lasting but two years.  When he died suddently in 1042, Leofric sup-
ported the crowning of Edward the Confessor, who finally came out of 
exile in Normandy.  Edward, being something of a foreigner after his 
long absence, did not enjoy universal support.  He was challenged in 
1051 by the formidable Earl Godwin of Wessex. Leofric gathered his 
vassals with other loyal lords to support Edward — at the same time 
helping to broker a peaceful end to the civil strife, by advising Edward 
that if the armies were to fight, they would lose many of the best fight-
ers in the land, leaving England open to threats from outside.  Edward 
listened, and exiled Earl Godwin and his supporters, without blood-
shed, and enriched Leofric commensurately.   The Earl of Mercia was, 
in 1051, probably the most powerful lord in England. 

Leofric’s exalted position no doubt attracted enemies — and when his 
son Aelfgar became Earl of East Anglia in the early 1050s, the family 
may have suffered from some royal court back-stabbing.  In 1055, King 
Edward banished Aelfgar and stripped him of his earldom.  The Anglo
-Saxon Chronicle states flatly that Aelfgar was outlawed "without any 
fault."  Aelfgar refused to accept banishment, and raised an army in 
Ireland and Wales and brought it to Hereford, where he met an army 
sent by the King. In the ensuing battle, Hereford was badly damaged,  
Aelfgar fled to Wales, and all for no purpose.  Within a few months, 
King Edward relented and restored Aelfgar as Earl of East Anglia.  

Leofric died in 1057, still one of the most influential and wealthy lords 
in England.  He was succeeded as Earl of Mercia by Aelfgar.  Leofric’s 
widow Godiva probably believed her family was poised for yet another 
50 years of greatness, at least.  As we all know, this was not to be. 

Earl Leofric (left) and King Edward the Confessor 

(center) see the face of Christ appear in the Eucha-

rist wafer .    (13th Century illustration) 

Leofric, the Power Broker   (Cont’d from p. 1) 

“Lady Godiva’s Prayer,” by Sir Edwin Landseer,  1865 
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War appeared inevitable. In early 1754, Great Britain and France faced off over control of North 

America’s eastern interior, and attempts at diplomacy had failed. Both sides prepared for armed 

conflict. In the spring of that year, Virginia worked to raise a military force that, along with oth-

er colonies, would attempt to drive the French from the Ohio and Allegheny river valleys. The 

resulting campaign would give a twenty-two-year-old Virginian named George Washington his 

first opportunity at military command. The decisions he would make would trigger a war that 

would spread to Europe, Africa, South Asia, the Caribbean, and finally the Philippine islands. 

One million lives would be lost to combat.  

Young Washington would not act alone. He would lead nearly three hundred of his fellow Vir-

ginians into battle and to war. These men would be the first of thousands he would command 

over his lifetime. Who were these men, and what does their experience tell us of Washington 

and their world?   

The April 14, 2017 SDLG meeting in Washington D.C. 

will feature Christian E. Fearer, historian, with a fas-

cinating look at the young George Washington’s trial 

by fire, leading Virginia troops in the French and In-

dian War.   

Christian E. Fearer is currently a historian for the Joint 

Chiefs of Staff. He previously served as senior historian at 

U.S. Special Operations Command in Tampa, Florida. 

Fearer holds an advanced degree in history from West 

Virginia University with a concentration in war and soci-

ety in early America. He also attended the U.S. Naval 

War College, where he graduated with highest distinc-

tion. He has written and lectured widely on topics rang-

ing from the opening campaigns of the French and Indi-

an War to matters of contemporary national security. In addition to working for the Depart-

ment of Defense, he has worked for the National Park Service at sites in Pennsylvania, Virgin-

ia, and Alaska. A native of Southwestern Pennsylvania, he now lives near Washington, D.C.  

Spring 2017 SDLG Meeting Speaker Christian E. Fearer: 

“Loose, Idle, Ungovernable”: The First Men to Follow George 
Washington into Battle and to War, 1754 

Christian Fearer, speaker for April 14, 2017 

SDLG meeting 
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Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva  

Arizona State Report 

Lee Thomasson Nelson 

Duchess of Arizona 
 

October, 2016:  It is with great pleasure that the Arizona SDLG announces the chartering of our chap-
ter, with 13 members, on October 22, 2016, at a combined luncheon meeting with Magna Charta, Hu-
guenots and Jamestowne Societies at the Bluewater Grill in Phoenix.  LADY GODIVA members in-
cluded the daughter of Roberta Beville, who came from Colorado for this special occasion.  We be-
lieve the 2 gentlemen were perhaps a bit overwhelmed by such a bevy of beauties in their midst! 
Growth of this very unique lineage group is anticipated in Arizona as the New Year approaches!   

Lee Thomasson Nelson 

Duchess of Arizona 

Arizona Members  Before Chartering 

Then After Chartering, Transformed! 

For both photographs: 

Standing (left to right):  Karen Davis, Roberta Beville, Stephanie 

Beville Shih, Martha Johnson, Danna Koelling, John Lyle, Virgin-

ia Hegseth, John Thorne and Janie Kincaid. 

Seated (left to right):  Georgiana Swanson, AZ Duchess, Lee T. 

Nelson and Jean Hacker. 

NOT PICTURED:  Member Sally Hlavay 
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Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva  

Virginia State Report 

Marsha Masone 

Duchess of Virginia 

The Virginia State Society SDLG had its latest meeting on 28 May 2016.  We continue to thank Virginia Hurtes 
Rouse, Honorary Virginia State Duchess, for getting our State Society up and running and for organizing our 
first two meetings in 2016. 
 
We are a fairly informal group, focused on meeting and getting to know our fellow Virginia members and to 
encourage eligible potential members to join our relaxed and fun organization. 
 
I became Duchess of Virginia on January 1, 2017, and hope to plan our next meeting for late February or 
March. 
 
Our member list grew to 26 in December as we welcomed two new 
members:  Martha Johnson (#241) and Nancy Stringfellow (#242). 
 
The number of followers of our Virginia State Twitter account is 
growing very slowly.  We are planning on posting the names of eligi-
ble gateway ancestors one or two at a time and hope potential mem-
bers may find us that way.  Our profile user name is @GodivaSociety.  
If you Tweet, please follow us and Retweet our posts. 
 

Marsha Masone 
Duchess of Virginia 
mhmasone@hotmail.com 

The Godiva Gazette 
The Newsletter of  

the Society of  Descendants of Lady Godiva 

Vol. II, Issue 3 

Winter 2017 

Suzanne Bass, Editor 

suzanne.bass25@yahoo.com 

 

Website:  http://societyofdescendantsofladygodiva.com/ 
Private Facebook Site:   https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=society%20of%20the%

20descendants%20of%20lady%20godiva 

Public Facebook Site:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/1412018455690651/ 
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The Pilgrimage Continues! 

Nancy Burch and her husband Derek took a trip to 

Coventry in August 2016 and shared their photos as 

they paid homage to our revered ancestor.   

Nancy and Derek  visit England every year, as Derek is 

an Englishman (although he’s lived in the U.S. since 

1960).  Nancy is lucky to be able to travel with some-

one who is comfortable driving on the left! 

SDLG members are encouraged to see Godiva’s 

hometown, and to continue to provide us with your 

pictures of the event.  It’s a wonderful way to bring us 

together.  

 

Derek and Nancy Burch at the Lady Godiva Statue, Coventry. 

Above: City Hall with statues of Leofric and Godiva above 

the door;.  

Below: the Earl of Mercia Pub in Coventry 
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Let’s Play Grinnell’s Godiva Gateways Game! 

Many thanks to David Grin-
nell, who crafted this terrific 
word-search table and sent it 
in, for the enjoyment of 
SDLG members.   

Circle as many of the Godiva 
Gateway names, in the table 
above, that appear in the 
word list to the right. 

(Answer Key appears on p. 18.) 
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 Probiotics are the third most common dietary supplements, after vitamins and minerals, and 
the use of probiotics supplements continues to increase annually. In the past few years, the use of 
probiotics supplements has gained tremendous popularity due to the possible plethora of health ben-
efits, and research is revealing more about the beneficial effects of these super-microbes.  

 According to the National Institutes of Health National Center for Complementary and Alter-
native Medicine and The World Health Organization, probiotics are classified as “live microorgan-
isms that are either the same as or comparable to microorganisms found naturally in the human 
body, and when ingested in sufficient amounts, may be beneficial to health.”  Formulations of probi-
otic supplements vary according to the manufacturers and may contain one or more of the species of 
Lactobacillus, Bifidobacterium, and Saccharomyces. 

 Probiotic supplements can be found in a variety of dietary sources, but are universally present 
in fermented products, such as some dairy products (yogurt, yogurt drinks, buttermilk) juices, soy 
beverages, sauerkraut, and miso.  Although theses sources are readily available to many people, some 
consumers elect to take probiotic dietary supplements, which are available in dosage forms such as 

capsules, tablets, and powders. 

 So, the focus of my report is that in order to get the full benefit 
of probiotics, there are some cautions and common sense things you 
need to consider.  Since probiotics are a “live microorganism,” they 
have to be maintained in a temperature controlled environment or 
conversely may die in temperature extremes.  I would also question 
how microorganisms can be “alive” in dosage forms such as capsules, 
tablets, and powders, again especially if they have been sitting on a 
store shelf?  Anyone with a compromised immune system should not 
use probiotics because of the systemic infections, and those with seri-
ous medical conditions should be monitored closely for adverse 
effects while taking probiotics. As always, my advice first and fore-
most is to consult with your Pharmacist for their professional advice.    

Royal Alchemist Report  

Dr. Mark E. Young, Sr. 

Probiotics, “The Good Bacteria”  

February 2017 

Top of page: “Good bacteria.” 

Right: Royal Alchemist Mark E. Young, Sr. 
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Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva 

Jacksonville, Florida Chapter Report 

B. Davine Moore Roberts 

Duchess of Florida 

The Jacksonville, FL Chapter of the Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva held their Second Annual Meeting 
with an elaborate Tea on Sunday, November 20, 2016, at 1:00 p.m. at Charter Member Lois Swan’s home.  This 
was a joint meeting with the Timucuan Chapter of the Daughters of the American Colonists and the Patriots 
Chapter of the United States Daughters of 1812.   There were 16 members, prospective members and guests pre-
sent. 
 
Founding Lady General Davine Roberts brought members up to date with happenings at state and national lev-
el.  Poet Laureate Abaca Dowling read the poem, The Legend of Lady Godiva, which was written by our Poet 
Laurette Dianne Boren.  The poem has become part of our ritual at meetings.  A royal ancestral chart by Ky 
White done for Davine Roberts was displayed with Coats of Arms listed on the chart.  Questions were an-
swered relative to the chart and gateway ancestors.  The next Jacksonville, FL, annual meeting is being planned 
for October at the Country Club in Jacksonville, FL, at the Hidden Hills Country Club.  Thank you, Lois, for 
hosting this Tea at your lovely home. 

B. Davine Roberts 

Duchess of Florida 

Founding Lady General 

Librarian General Abaca Dowling, Dian Brownfield, Julia Saldivar; Nancy Stokes, Cheryl Field, Terreca Hurley, Barbara Al-

bright, Founding Lady General Davine Roberts, Martha King, Jo Anne Orren, National Auditor Chairman Jean Mann, Jodie 

Raymond, Debbie Raymond, Charter Member Lois Swan, Historiographer General  Anita Eastman, and Diane Whitley. 
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My name is Ariana Mouring and I am seventeen years old and live in Green Acres, FL. 
I attend Lake Worth Community High School as a senior, but for my senior year I have 
early-admitted to Palm Beach State College to take courses at the college instead of 
high school courses. I am a born-and-raised Floridian, but I have travelled around the 
United States many times. For the past three years of high school I was a part of the 
Drafting and Design Academy where I learned to use AutoDesk software such as, Au-
toCad, Inventor, and Revit. I have been taking college-level courses since my sopho-
more year and I plan to get a degree in engineering or theoretical physics. 
 
As well as attending school, I play sports and am involved in many clubs and organiza-
tions. The main organization I am a member of is Children of the American Revolu-
tion (C.A.R.) C.A.R is a youth-oriented organization where young people up to the ag-
es of 22 run the meetings and those older than 22 advise. It is through this organiza-
tion that I am able to travel all over the country during the summer. In fact, the sum-
mer before my ninth grade, I traveled to seven states in a recreational vehicle.  
 
The sport I love to play is soccer at Okeeheelee Park (West Palm Beach, FL) with the 
organization AYSO or American Youth Soccer Organization. I have been playing there 
since August 2008.  Through C.A.R. and AYSO, I have performed lots of community 
service. C.A.R is where I focus most of my community service — from beach clean-ups 
to making care packages for the military. For AYSO, I was a youth coach for a season 
and an assistant coach for the following season. I have also been a VIP Buddy, helping 
special needs kids play soccer.  I am currently searching for a part-time job.  I am in-
quiring at Barnes & Noble due to my love of books and reading. 
 
My immediate family consists of my mother and father and two older sisters.  The old-
est, Kaitlyn, is twenty-one and attends Palm Beach State College, pursuing a degree in 
education. She works at Lantana Elementary School, Lantana, Florida.  Samantha is 
nineteen and is in the military program at Mary Baldwin College in Staunton, Virginia.  
For my free time, I play soccer, hang out with my friends or family, or read. I enjoy 

many different types of music which includes 
pop, the occasional scream, and acapella. 
 
This scholarship means a lot to me because I 
am a female trying to succeed in a male-
dominated field. I believe I have to work 
twice as hard to show I can make it as an en-
gineer, and any help along the way is greatly 
appreciated. I also appreciate this scholar-
ship because I have two older siblings already 
in college. so the money will help my family 
in assisting me to achieve a quality educa-
tion. 

Ariana Mouring 
2016 Lady Godiva Scholarship Winner 

Ariana Mouring, SDLG 2016 Scholarship Winner 
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Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva 

Oklahoma State Report 

Barbara McMullin 

Duchess of Oklahoma 

 

Barbara Brown McMullin (Duchess of Oklahoma) opened her home to SDLG members for our first Christmas 

luncheon on December 13, 2016.  A brief meeting was held following lunch.  No official business was conduct-

ed.  However, Barbara gave a brief program on her gateway ancestor, Thomas Lygon of Virginia. Lady Godiva 

candies were table favors.  Several members were unable to attend because of family illness.  

 

Barbara McMullin 

Duchess of Oklahoma 

From Left: Linda Fox, 

Ellena Womack, Carma 

Jenkins, Barbara 

McMullin, Sylvia Ryan, 

Cindy Henderson 

Musings of the Master of the Horse 
SDLG Master of the Horse Dick Jordan posted this quick note, with the caveat that it was 

written in the middle of the 2016 New Year’s Eve celebrations, and that he may have been 

somewhat impaired…   Thank you, Dick, for keeping us on the funny side! 

Recently I was browsing the online Thesaurus, and noticed it labels MASTER OF THE 

HORSE as a noun.  Reasoning is based on 3 definitions:        

        1. An officer in charge of the horses belonging to a sovereign, etc.; (also) an official 

of the British royal household who attends the monarch on state occasions and who has 

titular responsibility for matters of royal transport, etc. (also Master of the King's (also 

Queen's) horse (s), formerly sometimes (master of horses).  Note by me:  officer, official, 

royal, monarch, titular, King & Queen are words you do not use lightly.  Master as used 

with the words shown above requires proper protocol when the MASTER ESCORTS LA-

DY GODIVA INTO THE STABLE FOR TEA (or whatever the lady desires)!!!!!!! 

         2.   Roman History:  At the time of the Romans, a commander of the cavalry appointed by a dictator of the Roman 

Republic.  Note by me:   For all you doubting Thomases, this amplifies what I previously stated above.  THIS POSI-

TION IS VERY PRESTIGIOUS!!!!! 

          3.  Humorously: A head groom or stable man.  .   .   [Editor’s Note: This seems to contradict the Master’s assertion 

that the position is high-ranking.]  Note by me:  DISREGARD #3 

Master of Horse, Dick Jordan 
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Genealogy was the life force of my mother's family from infancy, that we 
descended from the Duke of Grafton, as well as the brave Princess Poca-
hontas, but could never prove it, which fueled my desire to know more. I 
became a member of Daughters of the American Revolution, and started 
the Family Tree DNA projects of New York State and Maryland DNA, look-
ing for connections. The urge to discover and prove what I could about my 
ancestors led me to Lady Godiva, a heroine from my childhood, a lady on a 
horse. Both of my parents descend from Lady Godiva, and I am proud to be 
a Founding member of the Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva. 
 
At Rootsweb I enjoy sparking interest in people who don't know their fami-
ly history, to open the world of possibilities, that they may be someone 
who descends from somebody like the Lady of Coventry, to know that they 

actually carry the genes of her bravery through multiple lines of her DNA. My family tree of Lady 
Godiva on Rootsweb is only of descendants of Lady Godiva, and their spouses. If you look at the 
pedigree view it is easy to see just how you work back from an ancestor in the tree to Lady Godiva. 
In fact, you will probably have multiple lines to follow. I hope the Godiva tree helps SDLG members 
find additional lines to claim, as proud descendants of Lady Godiva of Coventry. 
 
URL to my Godiva tree: 
 
http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?db=godiva 
 
Link to my Homepage: 
 
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~bjblitzen/index.html  

SDLG Stories: 
Barbara Neel Blizzard 

Editor’s Note: This Edition of the Gazette begins what we hope to be a recurring column about SDLG 
members, in their own words, regarding their genealogy research, or other topics they believe the 
membership would enjoy.  Please consider providing an article in a future Gazette.  Thank you. 
Contact:  suzanne.bass25@yahoo.com 

Barbara Neel Blizzard 

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~bjblitzen/index.html
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Our Earl General, Alex Bannerman, wrote the following to me in an email dated 8/8/2016, and with his permis-
sion, I am sharing this with you.  Thank you, Alex, for taking the time to send this letter.  And thank you, David 
Grinnell, for sending the information which was published in our last issue of the Godiva Gazette.  We all learn 
so much when members share their research.  
— Davine Roberts 
 
(Editor’s Note: We also appreciate this, Alex, and hope you and other SDLG members will continue to send feed-
back to the Gazette.  We are instituting a Letters to the Editor section in this edition.  See our contact information 
at the end of this column.) 
 

Dear Davine, 
  
Following up on our phone conversation, below are the several items I noted relative to the Presidential feature 
in the [Summer 2016] Godiva Gazette.  [See Presidential feature, reprinted on p. 16.]  You may wish to in-
clude any, all or none of these, as you deem appropriate. 
  
I propose the following language for citation purposes: 
  
The best genealogical works addressing the ancestries of the Presidents and First Ladies are: 
  
(for Presidents):  Gary Boyd Roberts, Ancestors of American Presidents - 2009 Edition (2009; rev. Bos-
ton: NEHGS, 2012), supplemented 2015. 
  
(for First Ladies): Alexander Bannerman, ed., Executive Papers: A Publication of the Hereditary Order 
of the Families of the Presidents and First Ladies of America (Washington, DC, Bowie, MD and Charles-
ton, WV: by the Order, 2004-continuing). 
  
1)    On page 15, Abraham Lincoln no longer has descendants.  The last of them died in 1985.  His entry, then, 
should resemble George Washington's by including in the appropriate column the words "No Descend-
ants."  But while his entry for a royal descent says "poss. John Norwood," there is only a SLIGHT possibility that 
Norwood) is of royal descent.  Indeed, he is "allegedly (but very possibly not)" a Gateway ancestor and is one of 
those who probably should be avoided, pending better justification for the claim. 
  
2)    The entry for Rutherford Hayes shows "poss. Thomas Newberry."  Thomas Newberry's royal descent was 
disproved several years ago, and reported both by Gary and by me in our respective publications.  This affects 
Gerald Ford and Bess Truman as well, although I see that Mrs. Truman is not listed. 
  
3)    Showing Benjamin Harrison (the immigrant) as a Gateway is equally a difficulty.  There is still no proof that 
he was of royal descent, as Gary has published.  Work continues.  Nobody at present recognizes him - not even 
Doug Richardson.  This affects both Harrison presidents. 
  
4)    Theodore Roosevelt's and Eleanor Roosevelt's descents from Diana Skipwith have been disproved.  This 
also was discovered a couple of years ago and published by both Gary and me in our respective publications. 
  
5)    John Waller, the ancestor of Edith Bolling Galt Wilson, is not an ancestor of Ellen (Herndon) Arthur.  His 
sister is.  Both of them have been refuted for several years, and although an alternative descent is likely, it has 
not been developed.  This means Mrs. Arthur loses her only suspected royal descent, and Mrs. Wilson loses one 

Letters to the Editor 

Cont’d on p. 15. 



 

15 

of hers. 
 
 6)    Ellen Axson Wilson and Edith Bolling Galt Wilson each gain an additional Gateway Ancestor, both of 
which were discovered by me and subsequently verified by NEHGS.  Those new discoveries were published by 
me five years ago and subsequently have been published by Gary in his work as well.  These additional Gate-
way ancestors are also Godiva descendants. 
  
7)    Edith Bolling Galt Wilson has no descendants.  Perhaps she should be treated in list like George Washing-
ton is. 
  
8)    If "possible" royal descents are in order, then Nancy Reagan has one through a newly developed group of 
Gateway Ancestors, to be discussed in RD900, but all of which have been known for several years and whose 
line was published in TAG. 
  
9)    Julia Gardner Tyler (the 2nd Mrs. Tyler) has a newly discovered royal descent, but I have not researched it 
to determine whether it goes to Godiva. 
  
10)    Barbara Bush is not listed among the First Ladies as having royal descent from Obadiah Bruen, although I 
see David did include the ancestor under her son George W. Bush.  I have not researched whether Bruen is 
a Godiva descendant, but at first glance, I believe he is not.  If he is, I would be interested in knowing where 
the connection is, as I do not recognize any portals to the Braoise family, where the descents evidently ulti-
mately always converge. 
  
There may be other corrections that I've missed, but I will stop with these for now. 
  
I hope this is helpful.  Again, thank you so much for your leadership and for encouraging education among our 
membership about all facets of genealogy. 
  
Best wishes, 
  
Alex 
Alexander Bannerman 
1716 Bigley Avenue 
Charleston, WV 25302-3938 
alexnbannerman@aol.com  
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Davine Roberts: DavineR@aol.com 

                       and/or 

Suzanne Bass: suzanne.bass25@yahoo.com 
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Grinnell’s Godiva Gateways Game 

Answer Key 

(See Page 8.) 
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Dear Members of the Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva, 

I am offering these lovely black tote bags for sale.  The bag has a deep outer zippered pocket and a smaller 
inside pocket.  The outside of the bag is approximately 16” across the top by 12” high with a 5 ½” by 10” 
base.  The two straps are each 26” long.  The Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva Insignia is embroi-
dered on the front of the tote, not printed. 

The bag is $50 of which $5 goes to the Lady Godiva Scholarship Fund.   $50.00 

               
         Postage      5.75 

               
         Total   $55.75 

 

Make your $55.75 check payable to Ann Williams Garner. 

Please send your order to: 

Ann Williams Garner 
102 Preston Road SE  
Parrott, GA  39877-5202 
Email:  awilli1861@aol.com 

Phone: (H) 229-623-5715; (Cell) 229-886-4219 

mailto:awilli1861@aol.com
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