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The Godiva Legend: Who Started It?

IN THIS ISSUE

We all know the story: Godiva’s famous ride to save her people
Lady General’s Message 1
from oppressive taxation. And yet, there is the awkward fact that
the most ancient written version of the story — that we know of The Godiva Legend
1
— appeared in the 1200s, written by the monk Roger of WendoSDLG Beginnings
3
ver (died 1236). This was roughly 150 years after Godiva’s death.
The full story by Roger of Wendover, told in his Flores Historiarium (Flowers of History), is as follows:

“Godiva Preparing to Ride
Through Coventry” by George
Jones (1833)

The Countess Godiva, who was a great lover of God's mother, longing to free the town of Coventry from the oppression of a heavy toll,
often with urgent prayers besought her husband that, from regard
to Jesus Christ and his mother, he would free the town from that
service and from all other heavy burdens; and when the Earl sharply rebuked her for foolishly asking what was so much to his damage, and always forbade her evermore to speak to him on the subject; and while she, on the other hand, with a woman's pertinacity,
never ceased to exasperate her husband on that matter, he at last
made her this answer: "Mount your horse and ride naked, before all
the people, through the market of this town
Continued on p. 2.

The Lady General’s Message
It has been so cold in Florida this January, that I want to go further south
for the rest of the winter. I know I should not be complaining, because
most of you are thinking that the weather in Florida is so much better than
where you live. All I can say is that I will be so pleased when it is over!
We have had some changes in our Dukes and Duchesses since our July
2017 Godiva Gazette. We have an Organizing Duchess for New York, and
her name is Dr. Charlene Herreid. She is a Councillor and also a member
of our Lady Godiva Scholarship Committee. Our Virginia Duchess Marsha
Malone has given the gavel to Charles “Chuck” Poland, and he is now the
Duke of Virginia. Organizing Duke of Maryland Mark Young, Sr., has
Lady General Davine
moved to Petersburg, VA, and resigned due to his move to VA. We have a Moore Roberts
new Organizing Duchess for Maryland, and her name is Anne Caussin
Henninger. Presently, we have societies in the following states: Alabama, Arizona, Connecticut
(has 12 members and needs a Duke or Duchess), Florida, Louisiana, Maryland, New York, Oklahoma, Texas, Virginia. If there are others who would like to organize a state society, please let
me know.
Our member Charles Owen Johnson, Esq8., passed away on August 11, 2017. He was a member
of numerous lineage societies. For a while he was our oldest member and then our second old1
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The Lady General’s Message, Continued from p. 1
est member at 91 years old until his death on August 11, 2017, in Alexandria, LA. He was a
native of Monroe, LA, member of the Alabama Society and lived in Mobile, AL, for several years before his move to Alexandria, LA. He was formerly of Arlington, VA, and
Palm Beach, FL. He will certainly be missed.
Our oldest member is Earline Andrews, and she is 107 years old. Please read about what
Paula Warren says in her report from Texas (p. 14).
The Scholarship Committee reported our 2017 Scholarship Winner. Her name is Bonnie
Elaine Sopher, and she is a Founding Member of SDLG. Bonnie has been a member
since she was 12 years old, and she holds the title of Page Chairman. You can read more
about her in this newsletter (p. 17).
Who doesn’t love babies – especially Catherine Burnley. We had her baby picture in an
earlier Gazette issue, and now she has a new title, “Cute Baby of the Month,” and she is
looking even more like a Lady Godiva descendant in her pretty attire! (See picture and
write-up, p. 16.)

The late Charles Owen
Johnson

Remember, we are a society who welcomes all proven descendants no matter their age. Our youngest member is
Ava Killion Cain, and she is a charter member who just turned 9 years of age. We hope she had a wonderful birthday. Ava became a member when she was 6 years old. She has siblings and cousins who are also charter members,
thanks to their grandfather Fred Cain and grandmother Polly Walker Cain, who has the lineage. (See picture and
write-up, p. 16.)
It is difficult to believe, but the national society meetings in April are quickly approaching. We have included the
SDLG invitation in this newsletter (p. 19), so you will have all the information early. I hope to see you on Friday,
April 13, 2018, at 3:00 p.m. at the Army and Navy Club. Please see the invite and registration form in this newsletter. If you like, you may attend in period attire. Make your reservations soon, because we have limited space.
Here’s wishing everyone the best year yet!
Your Lady Godiva Cousin,
Davine

Who Started the Lady Godiva Legend? Continued from p. 1
from one end to the other, and on your return you shall have your request."
On which Godiva replied, "But will you give me permission if I am willing to do it?"
"I will," said he.
Whereupon the Countess, beloved of God, loosed her hair and let down her tresses, which covered the whole of her body
like a veil, and then, mounting her horse and attended by two knights, she rode through the marketplace without being
seen, except her fair legs, and having completed the journey, she returned with gladness to her astonished husband and
obtained of him what she had asked, for Earl Leofric freed the town of Coventry and its inhabitants from the aforesaid
service, and confirmed what he had done by a charter.
So, why the 150-year gap? The obvious answer is that this charming story is a fable. Godiva is mentioned in various
documents during her lifetime, as a pious woman and generous benefactor. Nowhere does this very-memorable story appear until Roger of Wendover recorded it. Of course, many records were lost in the tumultuous times Godiva
lived in, and in the succeeding centuries. — maybe the story was written down but destroyed. Perhaps it was only
whispered widely but never put on paper until the 1200s. It could have been well-known word-of-mouth fable, about
an unspecified ruler and his wife, and was eventually attributed to Godiva and her husband Leofric. There are many
possible explanations, but we will never know for certain. What is certain is that this story helped preserve the
memory of Godiva, a real woman — and by all accounts, a good woman — who is our ancestor.
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How it all began:
The Beginnings of the Society of Descendants of
Lady Godiva
by Davine Moore Roberts
Godiva Statue, Coventry

I well remember the day I thought about starting a society for the descendants for Lady Godiva. Actually, my inspiration was my granddaughter, Abaca Davine Dowling. I have always shared my genealogy finds with family, and instilled in my daughters and granddaughters the importance of knowing
something about their ancestors.

Abaca and I were going to a lineage society event, and I was sharing with her information about our
royal ancestors. This was around 2003, and she already knew that our Gateway Ancestor Dannett Abney had very deep English roots with many royal connections. She had been impressed with all these
notable royal connections. So, on this particular day, I told her I had just discovered that we also descended from Lady Godiva. She was even more impressed with this latest discovery than she was
when I told her we descended from Charlemagne and many others. She said, “Really, you’re kidding?”
She thought I should start a society for descendants of Lady Godiva.
A number of years passed, and we skip to April 4, 2013, at the Holiday Inn Central in Washington, DC.
Two of my roommates, Ann Williams, Sharon Stine and another friend Carla Odom had started a new
society the year before. This was the Order of Descendants of the Justiciars (ODJ). So, I decided to
share my thoughts with Sharon and Ann, and told them how impressed my granddaughter was when
I told her we descended from Lady Godiva. I asked them if they thought Lady Godiva descendants
would be interested in joining a Lady Godiva society. They immediately said yes and asked to be cofounders. This became our organizing meeting. I suggested we should start asking around and see if
anybody would be willing to join a new society for the descendants of Lady Godiva. Since I was in DC
for three weeks, I started sharing my intentions with others, and they wanted to know how they could
become members, so I started a signup sheet. When I returned home I had many names and email
addresses.
During the next several weeks, prospective members were contacting me and asking for an application. This was the time that I decided to get busy and get an application. I knew that Karen McClendon had prepared the application for ODJ. I contacted her and asked if she would do the same for our
new society, SDLG (Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva), and she had our application completed
right away. Maureen McGowan Singer agreed to be the registrar. Of course, there is much more to
starting a new society than just getting the application and registrar; such as asking others to serve,
writing bylaws, getting a federal Employee Identification Number (EIN) issued for tax purposes, setting up a bank account, submitting Articles of Incorporation to the state, becoming a U.S. Internal
Revenue Code 501(c)(3) charitable organization, just to name a few startup tasks. Designing the insignia or logo and finding a company to make it was fun. Carla Odom was instrumental in helping name
period titles for our officers, including my title of Lady General.
On April 13, 2014, at the Army and Navy Club in Washington, DC, we had our Founding Meeting following the Order of the Descendants of the Justiciars Convocation Tea. Annelies Mouring, attorney
and member, was instrumental in filing for our Articles of Incorporation and 501(c)(3). Patsy Bass
painted two Coats of Arms for our society and turned the designs into notecards to help earn money
for our Lady Godiva Scholarship. Madeline Alworth has come up with ideas for decorations for all of
the Lady Godiva Teas, and she is selling notecards with our insignia to help with the Lady Godiva
3
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The Beginnings of SDLG, Continued from p. 3
Scholarship funding. Suzanne Bass and Melissa Fischer got the Godiva Gazette off to a wonderful start. Alex Bannerman, Sharon Stine, and Mike
Swisher tweaked our by-laws. We needed a web page, and Mark Young
volunteered to design and maintain it. Ann Garner designed a tote bag
with our insignia. There are others, too numerous to mention, who shared
their talents and made critical contributions to help make our society be
successful.
If you or someone you know has royal ancestry, please help pass the word,
as this is how we gain members. Almost all sanctioned gateway ancestors
qualify, but not all. Our Genealogist General Tracy Crocker is excellent in
determining who qualifies for membership. Information about Lady Godiva and our society can be found on our website at http://
societyofdescendantsofladygodiva. com/. All editions of the Godiva Gazette and a list of proven gateway ancestors leading to Lady Godiva can
also be found there.
We have come a long way, and I like to think big, but I could not have imagined SDLG becoming so successful in such a short time. I enjoy calling
all members my cousins, since we all descend from one fine Lady.
Davine Roberts
Founding Lady General

“Lady Godiva”
By Edward Henry Corbould, 1874

Letters to the Editor, Corrections
Correction: In the Summer 2017 edition of the Gazette, SDLG Adornment Chairman
Madeline Alworth’s name was misspelled (p. 25). We regret the error and are working to
correct it in the online edition.

Letters: There were no letters sent in for this edition. Any comments or announcements
that you would like to appear in the Gazette should be sent to Editor Suzanne Bass at:
suzanne.bass25@yahoo.com
Thank you.
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SDLG Stories
Honoring Your Parents Through Genealogical
Research
by Christopher W. Moberg
My mother, Gwendolyn Swann Moberg, was born in Washington, D.C. She was an only child, and her ancestors were
the early settlers of Rhode Island and Virginia. The middle name “Swann” came from her Swann ancestors. The most
significant of her Swann ancestors was Thomas Swann, Governor of Maryland, who took the oath of office in 1865. Governor Swann was the son of Jane Byrd Page, so he proudly displayed the coat of arms of his famous ancestor William
Byrd II of Westover in the floor of his summer home in Newport, Rhode Island. Fortunes changed dramatically for my
mother’s family after the Great Depression and two generations of divorce, and she grew up in difficult circumstances.
After completing high school in Baltimore at the age of sixteen, my mother worked for
eight years at an insurance company before getting married. She took typing, shorthand,
and English classes at a business college at night. She gave every penny that she made during those years to her emotionally abusive mother.
My father, Robert Walter Moberg, was born in Chicago, Illinois. He was the middle child of
three children. His ancestors were a mix of Dutch, Swedish, and English immigrants who
came to Chicago around the time of the Civil War or later. In fact, one of the earliest immigrants, the Reverend Frederick Farmiloe, wanted to come from England to America to join
the Union army to fight against slavery. His father required him to wait until his nineteenth birthday, so when he finally arrived in 1865, the war was already over. None of my
father’s ancestors served in the military, but on September 23, 1960, after five years in college without completing a degree, my father was drafted into the Army and sent to Fort
Holabird in Baltimore, Maryland to serve as a psychological testing specialist.
After my father had been at Fort Holabird for several months, he asked a coworker if he
knew any nice young ladies in Baltimore that he could meet. The coworker mentioned one,
a “party girl,” but my father was not interested. Three times his coworker invited him over
for dinner followed by a bridge card game with a different young lady each time. While he Gwen and Bob Moberg on
their wedding day
was not interested in the first two women, the third woman (the “party girl”) caught his
attention. And so it was that my father met my mother on August 8 or 9, 1961. For Christmas of 1961, he took her by
train to Chicago to meet his parents and other relatives. On the train ride back, they decided to get married right away.
Three weeks later, on January 27, 1962, they were married in Baltimore, Maryland.
My mother wanted to do whatever my father wanted to do, and she liked whatever he liked. Her favorite color was blue
only because it was my father’s favorite color. She had three children because my father came from a family of three
children. My mother was adamant that her first child be given the same name as my father. Her second child, Tom, was
named after a clever monogram that my father created (Thomas Owen Moberg). She named me Christopher Willard
Moberg, after my father’s parents, Willard Francis and Phyllys Christine Moberg. My mother lived wherever my father
wanted to live, even living on an isolated farm for six and a half years. She always put the needs of his job first, taking
care of all of the chores at home so that he could rest. She never complained about putting my father’s career first, even
though it meant moving from her beloved home and friends that she had made in Cincinnati.
5

Continued on p. 6.

SDLG Stories: Honoring Your Parents Through Genealogy Research
by Christopher Moberg, Continued from p. 5

Gwen and Bob Moberg on their 50th anniversary

My father worshipped my mother. This might seem like an exaggeration, but
the only suitable comparison I can make to his devotion to her is that of religion. My father would go about the house singing songs about how lucky he
was to have married the “Pretty Person.” He would magnify all of her positive
traits, while glossing over the negative, lauding the praise of “Lady Gwendolyn” to family members and coworkers alike. He took extensive measures to
ensure that she was well cared for in the event that he should pass away first,
and he solemnly charged each of us children with responsibility for her care.
But this religion also had another side. My father excommunicated anyone
who showed disrespect to my mother, including relatives.

Thus, they made the perfect pair. He was confident; she was loyal. She was
constantly worried; he was calmly reassuring. She was a meticulous saver; he
was a wise investor. In all their years of marriage, they never had an argument. After marrying my mother, my father
rose from a penniless, directionless college student to become the Senior Vice President of Administration for a large
moving company, able to retire at age fifty-five. My parents ensured that all three of their children received college educations, and they assisted them by every means possible to become successful and financially independent themselves. On January 27, 2012, I made a surprise visit to my brother’s house to help my parents celebrate their 50th anniversary. Unfortunately, it was the last anniversary that they shared together.
At the end of March in 2012, my mother was diagnosed with stage four pancreatic cancer. She passed away on New
Year’s Day, 2013. In the final nine months that we had together, I turned to family history to give us something positive
to talk about each day. I went from knowing nothing about genealogy to completing her membership for fifteen Civil
War, Revolutionary War, and colonial hereditary societies.
When my mother passed away, I feared the worst for my father, and my fears were soon confirmed. My parents purchased a lake cottage in 1986. Though they occasionally entertained relatives there, they spent most of their time by
themselves, enjoying each other’s company. Now, although he still entertained family, he was always the first to pack
up to go home, having no interest in being there without her even for a moment. In 1998, I sent my parents on a cruise
to Hawaii. My mother had always wanted to go, and my father, though he had no interest in cruises, considered anything done for my mother to be something done for him. They enjoyed their time together on the cruise so much that
they continued to go on cruises almost every year until 2011, including taking the entire family on two of these cruises.
After her passing, his travelling days were abruptly over. Every phone conversation that I had with him invariably led
back to talking about my mother and how much he missed her. Once again, I turned to genealogy. I knew that something done to honor my mother would interest my father very much and would give us a positive way to keep the
memory of my mother alive.
I had contacted Brantley Carter Bolling Knowles on August 8, 2012, when she was Governor General of the Hereditary
Order of Descendants of Colonial Governors (HODCG) and told her about my mother. She indicated that, unfortunately, the membership process would take longer than my mother had left. What she said next, however, left an indelible
impression on me. She wrote, "I might suggest that you try to go through the membership process yourself to honor
your mother." And it was Brantley who contacted me on January 21, 2013, three weeks after my mother had passed
away, to put me in touch with a Minnesota HODCG member - Tracy Crocker.
6

Continued on p. 7.

SDLG Stories: Honoring Your Parents Through Genealogy Research
by Christopher Moberg, Continued from p. 6
I contacted Tracy Crocker the same day, and things started moving quickly from there. Tracy arranged for us to talk by
phone, sent me an invitation to a February Sons of the American Revolution luncheon, informed me that I could join
royal lineage societies through my Horsmanden line, and pointed me in the right direction to purchase Douglas Richardson's royal ancestry books. In the span of a month, I had met the key people and identified the key resources I would
need. I called my father often to keep him updated on my progress. My father was very interested in all that I was finding out. Our only regret was that my mother had not lived long enough to discover that she was descended from royalty.
In the next month, I completed applications for Civil War societies, Revolutionary War societies, and royal societies. By
the end of the year, I had been accepted by enough societies to start making plans to go to Washington D.C. in April of
2014 to attend Heritage Week. Something was troubling me, however. There was no clear organizing principle behind
what I was doing. And then, prior to the Washington D.C. trip, I thought of a challenge. Would it be possible to make a
display case that showed a lineage society for every generation in my Order of the Crown of Charlemagne application? It
would not be easy, and it would require careful research of available societies to join and several supplemental applications to societies I had already joined, but by July of 2014, the display case of generations was complete.

Continued on p. 8.

“Generations” display case with insignia for lineage societies, designed by Chris Moberg in honor of his parents
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SDLG Stories: Honoring Your Parents Through Genealogy Research
by Christopher Moberg, Continued from p. 7
My father frequently asked about my genealogical research, but he was particularly persistent about knowing the exact number of ancestral kings my mother had, so from time to time I would send him a list of kings that I had proven.
In March of 2014, I sent him a list of twenty kings that were proven because of my membership in the Order of the
Merovingian Dynasty. By the end of 2015, I sent him a list with thirty-eight proven kings. He loved the idea that his
"Lady Gwendolyn" was royalty.
While I have made other display cases since, the display case of generations was created with the sole purpose of representing my mother and her love for my father. My mother's generations are arranged in a heart shape, moving
clockwise back in time to trace her Swann ancestry to her Warham Horsmanden gateway ancestor, and then all the
way back fifty-four generations to the earliest dynasty that can be proven. The insignia which most clearly represents
to me my mother's royal lineage (Order of the Merovingian Dynasty) encircles the only society that I was able to join
because of my father and his service in the Army (Sons of the American Legion). My parents chose similar symbols for
their headstone. My mother has a swan, representing her love of swans and her Swann heritage. My father has an Army symbol, because it was the Army draft that had led him to Baltimore, Maryland, to meet my mother.
Genealogy wasn't the only thing that I turned to in order to have something to share with my father. On Labor Day
weekend of 2015, I participated in my first race. It was a sprint triathlon at our summer cottage, and I came in second
to last place. I knew that since my father was a swimmer and a strong competitor in tennis, ping pong, and pretty
much everything else, triathlon would give us something to talk about, and I would have a good excuse to visit the
cottage for training. In 2016, I only competed in six sprint triathlons, but I placed first in a 5K and a 10K race. In 2017, I
entered more types of multisport events. I placed first in a sprint triathlon in Iowa, a sprint duathlon in Minnesota,
and a sprint aquabike in Virginia. After each race, I called my father to discuss statistics and strategies for the next
one. In fact, the last time that I spoke with my father on the phone was to share with him the statistics from my eleven
-mile trail race at Chain O'Lakes State Park in
Indiana.
The last time that my family saw my father was
on January 1, 2018, exactly five years after my
mother had passed away. My brothers found
him on January 8 after he had not picked up his
paper or answered the phone for two days.
Whether he died of existing medical conditions
or the loss of the will to keep living without my
mother, we will never know, but he departed
this world on his own terms. Up until the very
end of his life he was in full possession of his
mental faculties, was a fully independent perBob and Gwen Moberg’s grave
son, and died in complete privacy without anyone present to watch his passing.
January 27, 2018, would have been my parents’ 56th wedding anniversary. In recognition of that special day, I have chosen to celebrate by sharing their love story with you. I also want to thank you, the hereditary society community, for
all of the support you have given me. I sincerely thank each of you for your contributions, big or small, that have enabled me to honor my mother, and in so doing, allow me to create a special bond with my father during these final five
years of his life.
8

SDLG Founding Member Chris Nichols Now a Member of
Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulcher of Jerusalem
The Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulcher of Jerusalem’s (EOHSJ) Eastern Lieutenancy of the United States
invested 60 new members and promoted 92 others in a Mass of investiture at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New
York City on October 21, 2017. Among those knighted was a founding member of the Society of Descendants of
Lady Godiva (through his American gateway ancestor, Elizabeth Alsop), Christopher Nichols from Connecticut. The EOHSJ is dedicated to supporting the Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem and responding to the needs of
Christians in the Holy Land. The Order’s members aid Christians in the Holy Land by raising funds for seminaries, schools, hospitals, and orphanages. The Order was founded by the Frankish Knight, Godfrey de Bouillon in

the 11th century and established a guard of honor to protect one of the region’s most sacred sites—the Church
of the Holy Sepulcher. In addition to safeguarding the tomb of Christ, its members were charged with providing
assistance to pilgrims. It is one of only two Orders of chivalry, together with the Sovereign Military Order of
Malta, that is recognized and protected by the Holy See. Chris’ wife, Pamela, will be invested this year.

Chris and his daughters, Anna and Molly.

Chris in front of the altar at St. Patrick’s Cathedral
Above: Chris and his wife, Pamela, at the investiture dinner...
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Right: And with his sponsor,
Charles Chiusano, at the investiture dinner.

Report of the
National Royal Alchemist General
Dr. Mark E. Young, Sr.
January, 2018
Dr. Mark E. Young, Sr.

Alchemy, as commonly understood today, is thought to have been a medieval pseudo-science which aimed to
change base metals, such as lead, into silver or gold, the discovery of a universal cure for disease and the discovery
of a means of indefinitely prolonging life. However, alchemy is not a term easily defined.

While it may be common to think of alchemy as seen as a black and occult practice, which was the precursor of
chemistry, it should not be viewed in such one-dimensional terms. Its foundation lay in the attempt to understand the mystical as well as the material world in terms of a chemical manifestation symbolically revealed in the
language of chemistry and as a spiritual path revealed in terms of the epiphany of religious experiences, in essence, similar in nature to Einstein’s theories of the Universe being revealed in the language of mathematics and
the spiritual path revealed in the occult art/science of “Numerology.”
The common denominator to both interpretations of alchemy is transmutation, the changing or altering of one
“element” in form, appearance, or nature and into a higher form, be it a “material” substance or the “immaterial”
soul, the transmutation of lead into gold or the transmutation of the mortal body into the immortal.
As we enter a new year, each of us has the opportunity to change and alter the elements we have physically and
psychologically been blessed with and perform our own personal transmutation into a higher form of being. This
“self improvement” is my personal goal for this year and my prayer for each of you, that we all strive to be a much
better being than we have been in the past and that all of us reach a new stage of enlightenment.
"Alchemy is the art of manipulating life, and consciousness in matter, to help it evolve, or to solve problems of inner
disharmonies." — Jean Dubuis
Source: Spiritwalkministry.com

“Alchimiste”
By David Ryckaert (III), Painting,
Oil on Canvas, 1648,
(US public domain tag)
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Gruffydd ap Llywelyn, King of Gwynedd, Grandson-In-Law of
Lady Godiva
By Ky White
Editor’s Note: Many thanks to historian/author Ky White for letting us reprint his article below.
In addition to writing, Mr. White creates superb ancestral charts. Check out his website at:
http://www.ancestralcharts.com
August 5, 1063—Gruffydd ap Llywelyn, King of Gwynedd died. Gruffydd ap Llywelyn was born about 1010, the elder of
two sons of Llywelyn ap Seisyll, who had been able to rule both Gwynedd and Powys.
Gruffydd, according to an early story, had been a lazy youth, but one New Year's Eve he was driven out of the house by
his exasperated sister. Leaning against the wall of another house, he heard a cook who was boiling pieces of beef in a
cauldron complain that there was one piece of meat which kept coming to the top of the cauldron, however often it was
thrust down. Gruffydd took the comment to apply to himself, and began his rise to power.
In 1055, Gruffydd ap Llywelyn killed his rival Gruffydd ap Rhydderch in battle, and recaptured Deheubarth. Gruffydd
then allied himself with Aelfgar, son of Earl Leofric of Mercia and Lady Godiva, who had been deprived of his earldom of
East Anglia by Harold Godwinson and his brothers. Gruffydd and Aelfgar marched on Hereford and were opposed by a
force led by the earl of Hereford, Ralph “the Timid.” This force was mounted and armed in the Norman fashion, but on
24 October, Gruffydd and Aelfgar defeated it. They sacked the city and destroyed its Norman castle. Earl Harold was given the task of counter-attacking, and seems to have built a fortification at Longtown in the Golden Valley of Herefordshire before refortifying Hereford. Shortly afterwards, Aelfgar was restored to his earldom and a peace treaty concluded.
About 1056, Gruffydd married Ealdgyth, daughter of Aelfgar to seal the alliance with Aelfgar. They had three children, of
whom their daughter Nesta would have progeny. THIS IS ONE OF THE MOST COMMON ROUTES TO REACH LADY
GODIVA.
In 1056, he won another victory over an English army near Glasbury. He now claimed sovereignty over the whole of
Wales - a claim which was recognized by the English. Gruffydd reached an agreement with England's King Edward “the
Confessor,” but the death of his ally, Aelfgar, in 1062 left him more vulnerable. In late 1062, Harold Godwinson obtained
the king's approval for a surprise attack on Gruffydd's court at Rhuddlan. Gruffydd was nearly captured, but was warned
in time to escape out to sea in one of his ships, though his other ships were destroyed.
In the spring of 1063 Harold's brother Tostig led an army into north Wales while Harold led the fleet first to south Wales
and then north to meet with his brother's army. Gruffydd was forced to take refuge in
Snowdonia, but at this stage his own men killed him, on 5 August 1063 according to
the “Bruy y Tywysogion” chronicle. He was about 52 years of age.

Gruffydd's head and the figurehead of his ship were sent to Harold Godwinson. Following Gruffydd's death, Harold married his widow Ealdgyth. This was a common
plight for high-born women of the time.
Ealdgyth was to be widowed again three years later when Harold was killed at Hastings in 1066, by the forces of William the Conqueror.
Weis, Ancestral Roots, 8th Edition, Line 176, Line 176A, and Line 177.
Lt. Col. W. H. Turton DSO, The Plantagenet Ancestry: Tables showing over 7,000
ancestors of Elizabeth of York (Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Company, Inc.,
1984), 130.
Burke's Guide to the Royal Family, London, 1973. 324 .
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Medieval Kingdoms of Wales

Jamestowne Romance, Hundreds of Years Ago

By Ann Wilkerson
When I was 6 years old, my family visited Jamestown, Virginia on a summer vacation. It was the 350th anniversary of the beginnings of that first permanent English colony in America, and the Queen of England had also
visited and dedicated a new park for tourists. My brother and I explored the reconstructed wooden fort and
watched the glassblowers create bottles and mugs, but what captivated me the most were the three sailing ships
docked on the James River. Even though I was child-sized myself, I knew that those vessels were tiny and the
ocean vast. The decision to sail to America would have required bravery, determination, and skilled seamanship. There was no doubt in my mind that those men in the history books had these qualities in abundance.
Nearly 60 years later, I retired from my airline career and began my project to document my family’s genealogy.
My parents were DAR and SAR members who had done careful research in courthouses and libraries to prove
their Patriot connections, but their paper trail stopped in 1776. My goal was to find my immigrant ancestors,
the ones who left Europe in those tiny ships, enduring hardship and danger and uncertainty.
I hit the jackpot when I discovered that my 10th great-grandparents were Virginia colonists Cecily and William
Farrar. The history of these two is well-documented. Cecily had been widowed at least twice before deciding
that she wanted to marry William. She must have been alluring, assertive, and highly desirable, as another
man, the Reverend Pooley believed her to be promised to himself. Not one to take rejection well, the Reverend
brought a lawsuit against Cecily for breach of promise. The lawsuit could not be resolved in Virginia and was
sent to London for handling. Ultimately, the magistrate in London did not issue a ruling, allowing a matter of
the heart to conclude as it should in Virginia.
After reading about the romance of my 10th great-grandparents, I was interested and surprised to see this episode recounted on the TV show “Who Do You Think You Are.” We all watch that, right? Those were my ancestors being documented on the segment about Neil Patrick Harris. And that led me to my new interest and hobby of discovering my cousins, some of whom are well-known. Maybe my DNA contains the acting gene, or the
artistic gene, or the philanthropic gene. If you haven’t played the cousin game yet, I recommend the website
famouskin.com.
But the most fun part of being a 10th great-grandchild of William Farrar is that he is a Gateway Ancestor. I
knew when I saw him on the SDLG approved ancestor list that I wanted to join this esteemed group of documented Lady Godiva family members. We cousins are a diverse bunch, but we all have chosen to honor our
ancestor who was assertive and brave and kind. And that is good DNA to have!
Ann Wilkerson
Chicago, Illinois

A child’s voyage of discovery, where her ancestors landed in the new world.
Left: Ann poses with a Jamestowne re-enactor. Above, center: Ann with her parents by
a period cannon. Above, right: Ann at the rail of a replica ship with her parents.
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Arizona State Report
Lee Thomasson Nelson
Duchess of Arizona
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News From Texas
by Paula Warren
We do not have a chapter here in Tyler, however, we have 5 members living in this town. Patsy Bass and
daughter, Suzanne Bass are doing well working on different things for other societies. Madeline Alworth has
been keeping busy, hopefully with orders for the Societies address labels and other items. As for me, I wanted
to give an update on our - at 107 years of age! - oldest member, Earline Andrews.
On January 9, 2018, Rayline Binion (90-year-old niece of Earline) sent the following update regarding Earline
Andrews' well-being:

The word that best describes my 'Aunt Sister' [Earline] is FLOURISHING. We enjoyed TWO Christmas dinners. I took the family to
the Fort Worth Club for their annual fabulous buffet on the 17th.
Then I cooked a traditional dinner for the two of us on Christmas
Day. Weather permitting, she walks 1/2 mile per day on her street
walker. My doctor has gotten her blood pressure under control.
She has been living with me for the past five months.
The Lord sent us two lovely ladies to take care of 'Aunt Sister's'
needs seven days each week. And believe you me, she keeps them
BUSY! Her mind is still so active. "The Girls" cook a BIG breakfast
each day and I cook a BIG lunch for all of us. Neither of us want to
eat much in the evening.
Best regards,
Paula Warren
Earline Andrews (right) with her niece Rayline
Binion.

“Lady Godiva” sculpture by Isaac Kahn, 1988
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Grinnel’s
Godiva Gateways
Game!
Circle the Godiva Gateway
Ancestors, in the table above,
using the Word List to the
right.
(Answer Key is on p. 22.)

Thank you, David Grinnel,
for creating this!
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Godiva Kids! Ava Killion Cain and Catherine Burnley
Ava Cain, Youngest Enrolled Member, SDLG
Nine-year-old Ava Killion Cain is the youngest member of the Society of Descendants of
Lady Godiva. She became a Charter Member on March 15, 2015, when she was six years
old. Ava is now in the third grade at Forest Avenue Academic Magnet School in Montgomery, Alabama. She attends Christchurch Anglican, and has been a member of Armory Athletics girls’ competitive gymnastics team since 2015. In her youth, Ava played
recreation league softball and basketball. Ava has also taken ballet, violin, and horseback
riding lessons.
Ava did a good job in choosing her ancestors. Her gateway ancestor is Elizabeth Wood,
wife of Charles Barcroft. He matriculated in Pembroke College of Oxford University on
June 30, 1626. On June 17, 1647, Elizabeth Wood Barcroft was granted 1200 acres near the
head of Sewards Creek in Virginia. The grant was for transporting 24 people to the ColoAva Cain
nies, including her husband, Charles Barcroft.
In addition to Lady Godiva, Ava is a member of other lineage societies which permit qualified minors to join. These
include: Order of the Descendants of the Justiciars (Ralph Basset I); Baronial Order of Magna Charta (Saher de
Quincy); Ancient Planters (Edward Grendon & Samuel Jordan); Jamestowne Society (Edward Grendon); Sons and
Daughters of the Pilgrims (Richmond Terrell & 33 supplements); Daughters of 1812 (2nd. Lt. James Daffin); Children
of the American Revolution (Capt. Robert Allison); Children of the Confederacy (Pvt. William Franklin Cain); Huguenot Society of the Founders of Manakin (John Lanier, Sr.); National Huguenot Society (Nicholas Lanier); Descendants
of Early Quakers (Henry Terrel I); First Families of Mississippi (David Sumrall); First Settlers of the Shenandoah Valley (Lewis DeMoss); Children of the American Colonists
(Henry Summerell); and Families of Presidents and First Ladies (Rowland Jones I, ancestor of Martha Washington; William Terrell, ancestor of Jimmy Carter; Robert Braswell, Sr.,
ancestor of Lyndon Johnson).

Catherine Burnley, Cute Baby!
Catherine Burnley, daughter of Staci-Jill Burnley, was
honored as the “Cute Baby of the Month” for the January
2018 issue of Washington Parent Magazine.
Catherine appeared, as a newborn, in the Godiva Gazette
several years ago.
Catherine’s write-up in
Washington Parent
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SDLG 2017 Scholarship Winner
Bonnie Elaine Sopher

Our Lady Godiva Scholarship winner for 2017 is Bonnie Elaine Sopher, who is a Lady Godiva direct descendant. She is a member of the Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva and holds the office of Page
Chairman. Her mother (Cathy Sopher), grandmother (Davine Roberts), aunt (Julie Dowling), and first
cousin (Abaca Dowling) are also members. She is a member of other lineage societies such as Children
of the American Colonists (CAC), Children of the American Revolution (CAR), U.S. Daughters of 1812,
and Children of the Confederacy. She was Florida State CAR President, 2015-2016, and her state project
was Preserving Florida’s Wetlands. Through the collection of pin sales, donations and the auctioning
off of member-made duck boxes, a check for $7,000 was presented to Ducks Unlimited. She is the current CAC FL State President.
Bonnie is very active in school activities, such as clubs, sports, and volunteering. She has 900 volunteer

hours during her high school years. She is a senior at Plant High School taking dual enrollment classes
at Hillsborough Community College and has a 4.6 weighted grade point average. She works as a coach
for a Lacrosse Club called Soul Lacrosse, which is a travel program offering kids from middle school up
to high school seniors an opportunity to get high level play
and recruiting experience. She coaches a middle school team
where they have practice twice a week and tournaments on the
weekend. She loves working with the kids and sharing and instilling the love of the game to young girls and the community.
She said that she could not have asked for a better high school

job - a job that she plans to continue throughout college.
Bonnie has been accepted and will attend the University of
Tampa where she was selected to play women’s Division II Lacrosse in Fall 2018. We wish her the best of luck with her college career, and for a very bright future.

Bonnie Elaine Sopher
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Musings of the Master of the Horse
[Editor’s Note: Thanks as always to our esteemed Master of the Horse, Horace
Jordan, for contributing his irreverent opinions and research to the Godiva
legend…]
Horace Jordan

FELLOW KIN OF OUR BELOVED LONG DISTANCE GRANDMOTHER WHO EXPOSED HER CHASTITY FOR
THE SAKE OF HER LOVE FOR THE RESIDENCES OF COVENTRY: As the Master of the Horse in our Great
Society, I have exhausted my search on more about the Horse. I thought of turning my attention toward the
horse’s Ass, Leofric. As has been stated, basically, the consensus has been he is the one that was responsible for
this famous ride. It has been evident that Leofric and Lady Godgyfu (Godiva) had a deep devotion for each other in a time in England where divorce was rampant. Nonetheless, we men know that pressure, when slow and
continuous, is applied — we all know who wins in the end. Leofric said, Godiva, I will grant your wish, if you
will ride your well trained horse (of course, well-trained by MASTER OF THE HORSE) totally naked through
the streets of Coventry, I will grant your wish of lowering the taxes. Leofric stated he would require everyone
not to observe this ride by making sure no one opened their eyes during the ride. Lady Godiva was elated. The
ride was made, citizens in Coventry saw a decrease in taxes, and everyone lived happily ever after????? NOTE:
The famous name PEEPING TOM was attributed to have been originated to this ride. Many historians have
disagreed with that fact. You decide.
The reminder of my contribution to this edition is: Go to Goggle or whatever “Engine” u prefer. Type in “THE
TRUTH ABOUT LADY GODIVA-OCTAVIA RANDOLPH. Historians have provided very interesting findings
related to the background of Lady Godiva and Leofric.......( and a beautiful picture of a well trained horse).
NUFF SAID!!!!
Horace R. Jordan
Master of the Horse

The Godiva Gazette
The Newsletter of

the Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva
Vol. III, Issue 1
WINTER 2018
Suzanne Bass, Editor
suzanne.bass25@yahoo.com

Website: http://societyofdescendantsofladygodiva.com/
Private Facebook Site: https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=society%20of%20the%
20descendants%20of%20lady%20godiva
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Public Facebook Site: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1412018455690651/
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Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva
MEMORANDUM TO THOSE INTERESTED IN APPLYING FOR A SOCIETY OF
DESCENDANTS OF LADY GODIVA SCHOLARSHIP
2018

The Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva is sponsoring a $500.00 scholarship to a student who is attending an accredited four-year college or university or an accredited community college. The student must be
enrolled in college full time and have a 3.0 GPA or above. The student must submit an acceptance letter
from their college of choice if they will be a freshman in September, an official transcript of grades of previous year from school attended, two letters of references, a social security number, and a letter telling of
his/her aims and ambitions.

The Scholarship Chairman and Committee Members will furnish applications upon request. The application must be completed fully and returned with all of the requirements by November 1, 2018 to the address
below. The criteria for awarding the scholarship are need, academic merit, extracurricular participation
and community service. The winner of the scholarship will be announced by December 1, 2018. The
$500.00 scholarship will be sent directly to the winning student’s college.

If you know someone who is eligible for the Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva scholarship, please
have them contact the Scholarship Committee Members for an application:
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B. Davine Moore Roberts

Christine “Chrissy” Herreid

Charlene Herreid, Ph.D.

Founding Lady General

Scholarship Committee Chairman

Councillor

Retired High School Teacher

Founding Member SDLG

Founding Member SDLG

DavineR@aol.com

College Student

University Administrator

904-766-6182

Chrissyherreidj@aol.com

Orangetree83@aol.com

cell 904-910-8614

cell 813-468-5555

cell 813-468-5556

Grinnell’s Godiva Gateways Game
Answer Key
(See Page 15.)
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Dear Members of the Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva,
I am offering these lovely black tote bags for sale. The bag has a deep outer zippered pocket and a smaller
inside pocket. The outside of the bag is approximately 16” across the top by 12” high with a 5 ½” by 10”
base. The two straps are each 26” long. The Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva Insignia is embroidered on the front of the tote, not printed.
The bag is $50 of which $5 goes to the Lady Godiva Scholarship Fund.
Postage
Total
Make your $55.75 check payable to Ann Williams Garner.
Please send your order to:
Ann Williams Garner
102 Preston Road SE
Parrott, GA 39877-5202
Email: awilli1861@aol.com
Phone: (H) 229-623-5715; (Cell) 229-886-4219
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$50.00
5.75
$55.75
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