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Another year has rolled around, and our society is well into its 5th year!  Years have flown by 
so fast, but so much has happened over this time frame.  Thanks to all who have chosen to 
become part of our Society—with over 300 members! 

Of course, we are always sad to hear of members or their spouses passing.  Founding Member 
#147 Sue Fair Ryan departed this life on September 8, 2018.  Please see her obituary on Page 10.  
One of our dedicated attendees at our annual meetings in Washington, DC, Mary Jordan, also 

passed away this past year on September 1, 2018.  She was the wife of our 
Master of the Horse, Dick Jordan.  Needless to say, she will be so very 
much missed.  Founding Member Melissa Fischer’s husband, Jeffrey H. 
Fischer, PhD., passed on November 19, 2018.  I send our sincere condo-
lences to these families. 

It is so enjoyable to get personal letters and many emails from our mem-
bers, and I received one very special letter from John K. Thorne, PhD., last 
August.  He is a member of the Arizona State Society.  He writes, “I am a 
proud member of SDLG and pleased to wear my insignia.”  He goes on to 
list other societies to which he belongs, and states, “BUT, my greatest ge-
nealogical interest and honor is to be a member of Society of Descendants 
of Lady Godiva.”  He stated that he and his sister, Mary, who is also a 
member, both read the Godiva Gazette word for word and that it is a won-
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Godiva’s Contemporary: 
Macbeth, High King of Scotland 
In 1005, about the same time (we believe) that Lady Godiva was 
born, another noble child came into the world.  His name was 
Mac Bheatha (meaning “son of life,” a common first name at the 
time).  He was the son of the High Steward (Mormaer) of 
Moray, the largest province, and one of the most powerful, in 
Scotland. This boy would grow up to be the wise, respected, de-
voutly Christian and widely-praised King Macbeth, later immor-
talized by Shakespeare. 
 
Wait!  Surely there is some mistake!  Macbeth, respected?  
Wise?  A devout Christian?  
 
Yes.  Macbeth, the High King of Scotland from 1040 to 1057, is 
not the monster we have learned to abhor from Shakespeare’s 
great tragedy.  But the confusion did not originate with Shakespeare:  The Bard, in creating 
his play, drew on respected historical sources, which referenced Scottish authorities.  The 

Continued on p. 3 
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The Lady General’s Message, Continued from Page 1 
derful newsletter.  Many hours of work go into our  Gazettes, and we are honored to have a wonderful editor in Su-
zanne Bass! 

Thank you, members, for sending your articles and participating in the making of the Godiva Gazette.  Keep up the 
good work!  It is uplifting to find out what other members are doing to honor their ancestors.  There were a number of 
newly-formed societies last year honoring ancestors, and I am sure many of you are joining some of them.  One in par-
ticular is the Hereditary Order of the Red Dragon.  Since our members will all have this Welch lineage to get to Lady 
Godiva, you would also qualify for the Red Dragon.  There is an official invite in this Godiva Gazette issue. (Page 5.) 

We are proud to be able to sponsor two college students this year with scholarships of $500 each.  We are lucky to 
have the funding coming from the accumulated interest of our Certificate of Deposits and donations.  The recipients 
are Kristin McKenna and Bonnie Sopher, and there is more about them in this newsletter.  (Page 18.) Hopefully we can 
keep this momentum of giving two scholarships again next year.  Your tax-deductible donations all go towards the 
scholarships as well. 

We have a wonderful speaker for the April 12, 2019, 3:00 p.m. SDLG Annual Tea, and you don’t want to miss her 
speech.  She is Eleanor Herman, New York Times bestselling author of The Royal Art of Poison.  She combines her 
unique access to royal archives with cutting-edge forensic discoveries to tell really fun and interesting stories about 
people in high places.  We look forward to this event.  Please see more information on Ms. Herman on Page 6. 
 
The Florida members are having their annual meeting on February 8th, at the Embassy Suites Hotel, Lake Buena Vista, 
Orlando, at 5:00 p.m.  If you are going to be in the Orlando area at this time, please feel free to join us.  Please see the 
official invite on Page 16.  Charles "Chuck" Poland is the new Duke of the Virginia State Society of Descendants of Lady 
Godiva. This is a reminder that all state societies are required to have one annual meeting each year, per our bylaws.  
Please remember to take pictures of members at your meeting and send them to us along with a short article about 
your meeting for the Godiva Gazette.  All the Gazettes are online on our website at societyofdescendantsofladygodi-
va.com under “About.”  You and friends can view them at any time.  The Godiva Gazettes are the history of our society. 
 
I am hoping to see you all at our annual Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva Tea at the Army and Navy Club, Wash-
ington, DC, on Friday, April 12, 2019.  Please remember to send in your reservations early, as space is limited to 50.  
Please see the invite for specific information and registration on Page 7.  Again this year, if you like, you may attend in 
period attire.  We have had some fun doing this the last two years! 
 
Here is wishing for you and yours a great 2019. 

 

“Good Judgment, Good Spirit, and Good Character Generate Happiness with 

Reward through Membership and Service” 

 

Your cousin in SDLG, 
Davine Roberts 
Founding Lady General  

Lady Godiva, by Edward Henry 

Corbould, 19th century. 



 

3 

complete reworking of Macbeth’s biography has more to do with Scottish-English relations in the years after the High 
King’s death than with anything Macbeth ever dreamt of doing. 

But, getting back to historical facts:  Macbeth was the son of Findlaech, the Mormaer of Moray, and was the grandson 
of the High King of Scotland. (Note:  The country was, at this time, only beginning to be called “Scotland”—and only 
by outsiders.  Its inhabitants called their home “Alba.”)  By longstanding Celtic custom of succession, the titles of  
Mormaer, lower chieftains, even the High Kingship of Scotland, were passed down, not by primogeniture, but by elec-
tion.  Usually the successor to a dead chieftain or king was nominated by the old holder of the office before his death, 
but the candidate had to be confirmed by an assembly of high-ranking elders and churchmen.  Celtic law, which was 
well-settled by the year 1000, did not recognize primogeniture; it was an alien concept for Scotland. 

The Mormaers of Moray, young Macbeth’s home, and the Mormaers of the province of Atholl tended to be the ones 
who achieved the high kingship, after being confirmed by the elders   But there was no guarantee:  Any qualified lead-
er of age—no children sat on the throne—could be elected.  The process could get messy, with the current High King 
sometimes working to get rid of any future challengers to his designated successor, and with aspirants to the crown 
perhaps hoping to speed the King’s demise.  The tradition, in practice, was no more unstable or bloody than the more 
familiar (to us) practice of monarch-to-firstborn transition. 

Macbeth became Mormaer of Moray in 1033, at age 28.  Within a year, the old High King, Macbeth’s grandfather, was 
dead.  The crown went to the old king’s other grandson, Duncan of Atholl province, Macbeth’s first cousin, after con-
firmation by the assembly of elders.   

This King Duncan in no way resembled the angelic ruler of the Shake-
speare play, however.  He spent the whole of his reign, and expended 
many of his countrymen’s lives, in disastrous expansionist wars with 
both England and with the chiefs of the Orkney Islands to the north.  
He was apparently not much of a general; his armies suffered five de-
feats in as many years.  Public opinion quickly turned against him, and 
a civil war ensued.  Contemporary sources state that King Duncan was 
killed in battle by Scottish troops—not murdered by Macbeth—in Au-
gust of 1040.  One source claims Macbeth was present at that battle; 
the other indicates he was not.  Only 350 years later does any historian 
claim Macbeth murdered King Duncan.  

In late August, 1040, Macbeth was crowned at the Scottish capital of 
Scone; sources indicate he was first elected by the traditional high as-
sembly.  From all accounts, he was hailed with relief by the populace, 
who had been disgusted with King Duncan’s misadministration.  Dun-
can’s widow, not happy with how things turned out, took the dead 
king’s young sons to England.  The eldest, Malcolm, would come of 
age in the English royal court, and would come to believe in the Eng-
lish system of primogeniture.  After years of English indoctrination, 
Malcolm believed that, as the son of a deceased king, he should be 
king—thus Macbeth must be a usurper. 

For 17 years, Macbeth reigned as High King of Scotland, and by all ac-
counts, he did well.  The Irish poet and chronicler St. Berchan wrote of 
Macbeth: 

The strong one [Macbeth] was fair, yellow-haired and tall. 

Very pleasant was that handsome youth to me. 

Brimfull of food was Scotland, east and west,  

During the reign of the ruddy, brave king. 

Macbeth, High King of Scotland, Continued from Page 1 

Continued on Page 4. 

Map of Scoland in the 11th century. 

From Macbeth, High King of Scotland, 1040-57, by 
Peter Berresford Ellis, 1980. 
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Scotland, united, was peaceful during the majority of Macbeth’s rule.  He and his wife Gruoch (a pious lady who bore no 
resemblance to the fictitious Lady Macbeth) were enthusiastic patrons of the Celtic Christian Church.  It is a measure of 
the security the country enjoyed, that Macbeth and Gruoch made a pilgrimage to Rome in 1050, after 10 years’ rule.  Mari-
anus Scotus, the Irish abbot and scribe who lived at that time, reported that “The King of Scotland, MacBeth, distributed 
money like seed to the poor of Rome.”  When the King and his Queen returned to Scotland, which would have been at 
least a year after departing on their pilgrimage, they found the same thriving county they’d left.  This tranquil situation 
finally ended three years later. 

In 1054, young Malcolm, son of Duncan, having grown up in the English court, persuaded the English monarchy to help 
him gain the throne that was (in his opinion) his by right, an idea that would have baffled the Scots.  He brought a for-
eign army of invasion to Scotland.  Macbeth defeated him, but Malcolm managed to take over the southern Scottish 
province of Cumbria. 

Three years passed.  Malcolm, again with troops from England, worked during that time to overthrow Macbeth.  After a 
long fight, Macbeth was unable to resist the pressure of his larger neighbor to the south.  He was killed in battle by Mal-
colm’s men.  A contemporary chronicler states that “Duncan’s son, named Malcolm, cut off [Macbeth’s] reign by a cruel 
death.”  Macbeth’s body was given an honorable burial on the island of Iona, the resting place of all the lawful kings of 
Scotland at that time.  This indicates that Macbeth was not considered a usurper.  Even 300 years later, the historian An-
drew Wyntoun wrote of Macbeth: 

All his time was great plenty 

Abounding both in land and sea. 

He was in justice right lawful 

And to his liege men all awe full. 

After Macbeth’s death, the Scottish powers-that-be refused to enthrone Malcolm, electing Macbeth’s stepson Lulach, 
whom Macbeth had previously designated as his successor.  Malcolm had him killed before a year had passed.  Malcolm 
became High King in the spring of 1058; he may have been confirmed by the assembly of elders and churchmen, but no 
contemporary source reports this. 

Malcolm reigned for the next 35 years.  During his reign, he pushed through changes to make Scotland more like Eng-
land.  One clear example was the Church.  Malcolm hastened the decline of the Celtic Christian Church in Scotland, with 
its ceremonies held in the local language and its more local focus, and promoted the rise of the Roman Catholic tradition, 
with services in Latin and its control more directly from Rome.  Primogeniture was another new idea that Malcolm 
worked hard to impress on his subjects, and he succeeded in that, too.  His second wife was Margaret, daughter of the 
ousted Anglo-Saxon line in England, who would be canonized as St. Margaret of Scotland.  Their children reigned, but 
their dynasty ended in 1286.  By then, however, Scotland was very much more “English” than in Macbeth’s day; “English” 
included the French influence that had been imposed by William the Conqueror.  Eventually, Scottish historians were 
keen to claim that they had been “civilized” for many centuries, and to paint last major Celtic High King as a “good rid-
dance” story. 

By the time of Shakespeare, Scottish historians had created the Monster Macbeth story, only adding details like MacDuff 
and evil Lady Macbeth later.  Shakespeare took these sources as authoritative, which was understandable – and which 
pleased the newly-crowned James I, the Scottish King who had just taken the English throne after Elizabeth I’s death.  
James I wanted to seem a logical, civilized successor to Elizabeth, and the play emphasized that the old, barbaric Scotland 
of legend had been dead for hundreds of years.   

Thus Macbeth, one of the last, and best, Celtic High Kings of Scotland, became a worldwide metaphor for misrule and 
murder.  But this undeserved infamy immortalized him, in one of the 
masterpieces of English literature.   

Bibliography: 

Peter Berresford Ellis, Macbeth, High King of Scotland, 1040-57 (A.M. Heath 
& Co. Ltd., 1980). 
Fiona Watson, Macbeth, A True Story (Clays Ltd., St. Ives Plc. 2010). 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/history/articles/malcolm_iii/ 
 

Macbeth, High King of Scotland, Continued from Page 3 

Iona Abbey, Island of Iona, Scotland, 

burial place of Macbeth. 
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Hereditary Order of the Red Dragon 

 You are cordially invited to apply for membership to honor 

Your Welsh Ancestors. 

Members of the Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva have a 

proven Royal Welsh Ancestor via  

Lady Godiva’s Great GranddauGhter,  

Edith (Aldgyth), who married Gruffydd I ap Llywelyn 

  

Please contact Genealogist Jane Power, 
orderofthereddragon@yahoo.com  

for an application and instructions. 

  

We still have a few Charter Member Numbers available. 
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The story of poison is the story of power. For centuries, 

royal families have feared the gut-roiling, vomit-

inducing agony of a little something added to their food 

or wine by rivals to their station. To avoid poison, they 

depended on tasters, unicorn horns, and antidotes test-

ed on condemned prisoners. Servants licked the royal 

family's spoons, tried on their underpants, and tested 

their chamber pots. 

Ironically, royals terrified of poison were unknowingly 

poisoning themselves daily with their cosmetics, medi-

cations, and filthy living conditions. Women wore 

makeup made with mercury and lead. Men rubbed 

turds on their bald spots. Physicians prescribed mercury 

enemas, arsenic skin creams, drinks of lead filings, and 

potions of human fat and skull, fresh from the execu-

tioner. The most gorgeous palaces were little better 

than filthy latrines. 

SDLG is fortunate to have New York Times bestselling author Eleanor Herman as our April 2019 

speaker.  She will be discussing her latest book, The Royal Art of Poison: Filthy Palaces, Fatal Cosmet-

ics, Deadly Medicine, and Murder Most Foul.  Ms. Herman has been educating and entertaining the 

public for years with her books, both nonfiction and fiction, that take us behind the scenes to the pal-

aces of monarchs, popes and other dignitaries.  The stories she shares with us—while a wonderful 

read—may not leave everyone longing to be a royal! 

We’re really looking forward to Ms. Herman’s presentation! 

Eleanor Herman 

April 2019 SDLG Meeting Speaker 

Topic: The Royal Art of Poison 

Eleanor Herman, author.                  

 (Photo: © Sigrid Estrada) 

Lady Godiva, by Salvador Dali, 

20th century. 



 

7 



 

8 

Royal Alchemist Report:  

Dr. Mark E. Young, Sr. 
Mercury Amalgam on a Galleon, January 2019  

 The discovery of 50.26 grams (3.71cc) of mercury from the wreckage of the galleon Nues-
tra Señora de Atocha evokes a sense of the scientific practices that prevailed in 1622, especially 
as they related to mining and medicine. In addition to the small amount of mercury, clumps of 
mercury amalgam have been found at the site. Why they would be found on a Spain-bound ship 
is not entirely clear, and there are at least two competing scenarios:  

Silver Mining  

 In the early 17th century Spanish silver mining was dependent on a process that called 
for copious amounts of mercury. This process, which had been exported to the American colonies in the 1550’s by a Se-
villian cleric named Bartolomé de Medina, and adapted to the largescale demands of the New World’s mining indus-
tries, proved to be revolutionary. Medina had been working on ways to improve on metal smelting, when his efforts 
caught the notice of a helpful German alchemist. This man showed Medina a way of combining mercury with ore to ex-
tract pure metals. He told him:  

 “Grind the ore fine. Steep it in strong brine. Add mercury and mix thoroughly. Repeat mixing daily for several 
weeks. Every day take a pinch of ore mud and examine the mercury. See? It is bright and glistening. As time passes, it 
should darken as silver minerals are decomposed by salt and the silver forms an alloy with mercury. Amalgam is pasty. 
Wash out the spent ore in water. Retort residual amalgam; mercury is driven off and silver remains.” 

 When this process was applied to the ores of Mexico and Peru, the efficiency of metal extraction increased by 
500% or more. Even low-grade ores and piles of tailings could be processed profitably, and a global economic revolution 
fueled by American silver began. The Atocha, Santa Margarita, and ships like them were essential to exporting this 
wealth across the seas.  

 Mercury has the unusual property of dissolving many metals, especially gold, silver and tin. This makes it espe-
cially useful in recovering them from ores by crushing the raw material, and mixing it with mercury and salt until the 
metals combine into a pasty mixture. The remaining amalgam can be squeezed or heated until the mercury is driven off, 
leaving the desired precious metal behind. This process is quite ingenious in its simplicity, requiring only copious 
amounts of mercury, brine, copper sulfide, and labor. The unfortunate aspect of it is the toxicity of mercury, which de-
stroyed the well-being of many who worked with it, and the long-term pollution it leaves behind.  

Medicine  

 Mercury was deemed the drug of choice for syphilis, and the first descriptions of its use outline treatments based 
on the ingestion of mercury-based compounds, or similarly constructed ointments rubbed on the skin. This remedy is 
likely derived from the earlier, Arabic treatment of scabies with a tincture of mercury, and which had been carried by 
returning crusaders as a treatment for leprosy. The lesions produced on the genitals and body in the early stages of 
syphilis must have appeared similar to the skin disorder, and the logic of the day simply transferred the treatment of 
one to the other. Mercury has also been considered a remedy for gonorrhea 
and other infections, constipation, depression, toothaches, among a host of 
other ailments. Medicinal mercury was also administered by mouth and 
injection, and the metal and its derivatives thrived in various medical appli-
cations for nearly four centuries.  

 Because its use was so ingrained in the medical thinking of the day, 
there is little doubt that mercury, or compounds containing mercury, 
would have very likely been a part of the Atocha’s medicine chest. Of the 
ship’s Barber Surgeon, it was advised, “He is to carry the proper trappings 
for his office, and some drugs or medicines for when the need occurs.”  
Some of the “proper trappings” specifically devised to administer mercury 

Dr. Mark E. Young, Sr. 

Continued on Page 9. 
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compounds have been found on other shipwrecks, including a pewter urethral syringe found on the 1545 ship-
wreck of the English Mary Rose.  A similar syringe was recovered from the wreck of what is thought to be the 
pirate Blackbeard’s Queen Anne’s Revenge, which sank in 1719. This syringe was found to have very high levels 
of mercury within its chamber. Somewhat larger bronze syringe needles have been found on the Santa Margari-
ta, and are thought to have originated from enema devices, and which could have delivered mercury or its com-
pounds via that avenue.  

 With the Atocha carrying over 30 tons of Potosí silver, and probably all of it refined through amalgama-
tion, mercury was vastly important to the economic mission of the ship. In looking at the chief uses of mercury 
in the early 17th century, is there a clear reason as to why it was carried on the Atocha? The story of the 1622 
fleet is one that is driven by silver coming from Potosí in colonial Peru – the core objective of theses ships was 
to transport this valuable metal across the Atlantic – so, perhaps materials relating to the production of it 
should not be unexpected. The importance that was placed on the medicinal use of mercury also makes it likely 
that it served as drug in and of itself, or was available as an ingredient for various compounds and mixtures.  

Source: The Navigator: Newsletter of the Mel Fisher Maritime Heritage Society, Vol.22, No.2, March/April, 2006  

Royal Alchemist Report, continued from p. 8 

Staci-Jill Burnley recently transferred from her job at the Pentagon 
with the Department of Defense to a new position at Hill Air Force 
Base, Utah. She is serving as the Commander's Action Group lead 
and Speechwriter for the Defense Information Systems Agency's 
(DISA) Global Operations Command for the Western Division. In 
the event of an incident or situation that degrades or completely 
cuts off computer network connectivity to our military around 
the world,  DISA Global operates and defends network and infra-
structure services from either of their locations in Utah (West) or 
Illinois (East). Her husband, Colonel Todd Burnley, is the com-
mander of Tooele Army Depot in Utah. Their Utah adventure 
will last through summer of 2020.  

SDLG Military Member’s Utah Sojourn 

Todd and Staci-Jill, with daugh-
ters Catherine, left, and Caroline, 
right. 
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Aug. 18, 1934 - Sept. 8, 2018 OKLAHOMA CITY Sue Fair Ryan, 84, was born on 

Aug. 18, 1934, in Sterling, KS, to Daniel Jasper "D.J." Fair, III and Maurine 

Pearce Fair. She departed this earth Sept. 8, 2018. From the time Sue was a 

toddler to when she went off to college, she spent every summer at their fami-

ly homes, "Fair Acre" and "Fair Play" in Green Mountain Falls, CO. Even as a 

young child, she was independent, always wanting to do everything "by self." 

Sue attended Gulf Park College in Gulfport, MS for one year before transferring to KU, where she pledged Chi 

Omega. She graduated with a degree in occupational therapy. Sue met her husband, Gordon, on the steps of 

Green Hall, the KU Law School. She was pursuing a master's degree in anthropology and Gordon was a third 

year law student. They were married Aug. 5, 1961, in The Church in the Wildwood, "Where the Mountains Shall 

Bring Peace to the People," in Green Mountain Falls, CO. They honeymooned at the Broadmoor Hotel, where 

they subsequently spent many wonderful times and anniversaries, including their last. Together, Sue and her 

husband traveled the world, starting with flying "space available" when Gordon was in the Army. She took time 

off from her career to raise their daughters, but later worked as an occupational therapist until she was over 80 

years old. In 2010, she was one of Oklahoma City's "Hot Mamas." She was a wonderful mother of two daughters, 

Ann and Amy; and a caring and passionate grandmother to three, Kendall, Ryan, and Dalton. She was always 

supportive, loving and nurturing. Sue was a 60-year member of the KU Alumni Association, the AOTA, P.E.O, 

and Chi Omega. She was a member of DAR, Ladies of the Ancient & Honorable Artillery Society, Colonial 

Dames of the XVII Century, National Society Magna Charta Dames and Barons, The Society of Descendants of 

Lady Godiva, Order of the Crown of Charlemagne and The Sovereign Colonial Society of Americans of Royal De-

scent. Sue was preceded in death by her parents; her grandparents, Daniel Jasper Fair II and Margaret Ebright 

Fair; Raleigh Pearce and Ella Shean Pearce; and beloved aunt, Rosemary Fair Mock. Sue is survived by her loving 

husband of 57 years, Gordon; two daughters, Ann Brown and Amy Ryan; three grandchildren, Kendall and Dal-

ton Brown and Ryan Sandfort; brother, Dan Fair; three cousins, Melody Mock Durso, Tim Mock, and Lewis 

Mock and their families; and many members of Gordon's family. Services will be at 2 p.m. Thursday at Nichols 

Hills Methodist Church. In lieu of flowers, the family would request donations to Nichols Hills United Method-

ist Church John Marshall Food Bank.  

Published in The Oklahoman on Sept. 11, 2018. 

Sad Farewell to an SDLG Member 

Sue Ryan   August 18, 1934—September 8, 2018 

Sue Ryan 
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The Arizona Society met on October 27th at the Old Spaghetti Factory in Phoenix, together with Sons & Daugh-

ters of the Pilgrims (new to meeting with us), Jamestowne, Huguenots, and Magna Charta.  Such great fellow-

ship, combined with learning much about each other's groups, made for a great occasion.  Our speaker, Debe 

Branning, a well-known Arizona writer who is also involved with the Arizona Genealogical Advisory Board, 

regaled us with spooky stories of well-known people and locations in the Phoenix area which are HAUNTED 

(supposedly).  With Halloween just around the corner, it was the perfect venue for the day. She sold many 

different ghost books she's written to those brave enough to read them!   

Of course, our proud steed "Arimede" was in attendance with several members - our gentlemen proudly sport-

ing their new royal head pieces.  We turned a lot of heads on the sidewalks during our photo op!   

Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva  

Arizona State Report 

Lee Thomasson Nelson 

Duchess of Arizona 

From left to right: Martha Johnson, Karen Davis, John Thorne, the steed Arimede, John Lyle, 

Lee T. Nelson, and Roberta Beville. 
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Lady Godiva 
Lady Godiva was sure a sight to see, 

On that famed ride through Coventry; 

The Countess of Mercia was her name, 

As she sauntered into legendary fame. 

 

Taking pity on her taxed townspeople, 

Naked she mounted a horse by a steeple; 

As Roger of Wendover recorded the ride, 

In his fabled Flores Historiarum as an aside; 

 

Clothed only in tresses of her long hair, 

She stipulated that no one could stare; 

But a tailor known only as Peeping Tom, 

Broke the rule and peeked with aplomb. 

 

If the curious clothier not stolen a glance, 

We might not today extol this bold prance; 

Our historic Society would not even exist, 

And my name the roster would not list! 

Lady Godiva, 

By John Collier 

(late 19th century) 

By Philip Kerry Curtis 

Member since 2018:   See bio, following page. 

Philip Curits heraldic chart. 
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Philip Kerry Curtis 

1380 West Paces Ferry Road, NW 

Atlanta, GA 30327 

404-245-2222 

phil@olksearch.com 

 

Career: Partner, Olmstead Lynch & Curtis Executive Search Firm  

 

Teaching: Adjunct Professor in Real Estate Leadership and Development, J. Mack Robinson Graduate 

School of Business, Georgia State University; Author of the Curtis Collection 

 

Education: Dartmouth College, AB Honors History and magna cum laude; Harvard Law School, JD; Harvard 

Business School, MBA 

 

Affiliations:  Past Officer and Director, Buckhead Rotary Club; Past President, Harvard Business School Club of 

Atlanta, Past President, Dartmouth Club of Georgia; Past President, Buckhead Fifty Club; Past 

President, National Memorial Day Association of Georgia; Past President, German Club; Past 

President, Georgia Branch of the Royal Society of St. George; Past Commandant, Old Guard of 

the Gate City Guard; Past Senior Vice Commander, Military Order of World Wars; Past Director, 

Harvard Cooperative Society, Metro Arts Fund and CEO Netweavers; Director, Sigma Chi Alum-

ni Club of Atlanta; Member, Georgia State Honorary Real Estate Board; Venerable Order of St. 

John; Atlanta Forum, The Breakfast Club, McCullough Club (Board of Governors), Burge Planta-

tion Club and Cherokee Town & Country Club; Member, Georgia and New York Bars, Elder, 

Peachtree Presbyterian Church; Past Member, Army & Navy Club 

 

Lineage: Ancient Heraldic and Chivalric Order of Albion; Baronial Order of Magna Charta;  Colonial and 

Antebellum Bench and Bar; Descendant of Knights of the Garter; First Families of New York, 

Connecticut, Massachusetts and Ohio; General Society of Colonial Wars (Deputy Lieutenant 

Governor, GA); General Society Sons of the Revolution; General Society of the War of 1812; He-

reditary Order of Descendants of Colonial Governors; National Guild of St. Margaret; National 

Huguenot Society; National Society, Americans of Royal Descent; National Society, Sons of the 

American Revolution (Past President, Atlanta Chapter); Order of Americans of Armorial Ances-

try, National Society, Antebellum Planters; National Society, Sons and Daughters of Pilgrims; 

Order of the Crown of Charlemagne; Order of Merovingian Dynasty; Order of Founders and Pa-

triots of America; Order of Three Crusades 1096 – 1192; Presidential Families of America; The So-

ciety of the Descendants of the Colonial Clergy; The Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva; Or-

der of the Kings and Queens in the Holy Lands; Order of the Monarchs of Rheims; The Order of 

St. George; St. Andrews Society of Savannah 

Philip Curtis 

Editor’s Note; Many thanks to SDLG member Philip Curtis for generously con-

tributing his poem on Lady Godiva and his impressive lineage chart. (See previ-

ous page.)  Below is a quick biography. 

SDLG Member Philip Curtis Bio 

mailto:phil@olksearch.com
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My son Samuel is a typical twelve-year-old boy in many ways. He loves video games. He 
is into sports like fencing, soccer, and football. He avoids eating healthy foods and 
practicing the piano and trumpet. Unlike most boys his age, however, he is a member 
of the Children of the American Revolution (CAR) and the Sons of the American Revo-
lution (SAR). We participate in several parades each summer and enjoy walking down 
the street together throwing candy to the crowds.  

When Samuel was born, we did not name him after any of our ancestors. My wife chose 
the name Samuel because of the Biblical story in 1 Samuel, chapter 1. Hannah prayed 
for a son, and because her prayer was answered, she named her son “Samuel.” In He-
brew, Samuel can mean either “name of God” or “God has heard.” It was not until I be-
came heavily involved in genealogy that I discovered that we have several “Samuel” 
ancestors who contributed significantly to the founding of the Unites States of Ameri-
ca. 

Samuel Whipple (1757 – 1809) 

Samuel Whipple was born around 1757 in Smithfield, Rhode Island. On 12 Dec. 1776, he 
was an Ensign of Tallman’s Rhode Island Regiment. On 11 Feb. 1777, he was a 2nd Lieu-
tenant in Captain Olney’s Company of the 2nd Rhode Island Regiment. During the fall of 
1777, he fought at the Siege of Fort Mifflin and the Battle of Red Bank. He resigned on 18 
Jan. 1778. He married Deborah Jencks of Smithfield, and became a storekeeper in Providence, Rhode Island. He died on 17 Oct. 
1809 and was buried in Providence. Since he was born in Colonial New England before 1776, he is a qualifying ancestor for the 
Sons of Colonial New England. His service during the Revolutionary War makes him a qualifying ancestor for Sons of the Revo-
lution and Children of the American Revolution. He is also a qualifying patriot for Loyalists and Patriots of the American Revolu-
tion. His son, John Whipple, married Eleanor Post DeWolf, whose grandfather, Waldron Blaau, was a loyalist and in 1782 was a 
Captain in the 3rd Battalion, New Jersey Volunteers. 

Samuel Selden (1725 – 1791) 

Samuel Selden was born around 1725 in Elizabeth City County, Virginia. He married Mary Thompson Mason, the sister of George 
Mason IV of Gunston Hall, a Founding Father of the United States. Samuel and Mary were married on 11 Apr. 1751 in Stafford 
County, Virginia. On 27 Feb. 1766, Samuel Selden signed the “Resolutions of the Association of Westmoreland” to oppose the 
Stamp Act. He received an appointment as an officer in January or February of 1777. He was listed as 1st Lieutenant of the 1st Vir-
ginia Regiment at Valley Forge in January of 1778. He served as Brigade Major to General Huger, who commanded the Virginia 
Brigade from 15 Mar. to 18 Jun. 1781. Samuel continued to serve until the end of the Revolutionary War. Samuel Selden died 2 
May 1791 in Spotsylvania County, Virginia. Due to his service, he is a qualifying ancestor for the Children of the American Revo-
lution, the Descendants of Washington’s Army at Valley Forge, and the Sons of the American Revolution. 

Samuel Butcher (1730? – 1778) 

The birth date of Samuel Butcher is disputed. Some family history books have adjusted his birth date to around 1730 to match 
the service record of a twenty-four-year-old man named Samuel Butcher who enlisted in Captain Cooke’s company in Amelia 
County, Virginia in 1755. This is probably an unrelated Samuel Butcher though, for two reasons. First, a marriage license indi-
cates that Samuel Butcher of Philadelphia married Susanna Marple on 12 Aug. 1736. If the service record was correct, that would 
make him about six years old when he was married. Second, Samuel migrated from Philadelphia County, Pennsylvania, to 
Loudoun County, Virginia. There is no evidence that he went as far south as Amelia County, Virginia. Samuel Butcher had a 
large plantation in Loudoun County, and his will was proved there on 9 Mar. 1778. Because he was an “original land owner or 
proprietor” before 1776, he qualifies as an ancestor for Sons of American Colonists. 

Samuel Selden (1663 – 1720)  

Samuel Selden the “immigrant” was the grandfather of Samuel Selden the “patriot” mentioned previously. He was born in Eng-
land around 1662 to 1664. He married Rebecca Yeo in England before coming to North America. He settled in Elizabeth City 
County, Virginia between 1690 and 1699. He was a lawyer and plantation owner. He died around 1720. He was an “original land 
owner or proprietor” before 1776 and therefore qualifies as an ancestor for Sons of American Colonists. Since he was a resident of 
the Virginia Colony prior to 1700, he is also a qualifying ancestor for Sons and Daughters of Virginia Founding Fathers. 

 

For My Son, Samuel  

By Chris W. Moberg 

Chris Moberg and his son Samuel at 

the 2018 Memorial Day parade. 

Continued on Page 15. 
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Samuel Chew (1626 – 1677) 

Samuel Chew was born in Virginia around 1626. He settled in Anne Arundel County, Maryland, and married Anne Ayres 
around 1658. Samuel was a member of the Lower House of the Maryland Assembly in 1661, and a member of the Upper 
House from 1671 to 1676. He was high sheriff from 1663 to 1664 and justice from 1665 to 1669. He was sworn justice of the 
Provincial Court and Court of Chancery on 17 Dec. 1669. He was a member of the Council from 1669 until his death on 15 
Mar. 1676/7. Because he lived in Maryland prior to 1735, he is a qualifying ancestor for the First Families of Maryland. His 
service as high sheriff qualifies him for Sheriffs & Constables of Colonial & Antebellum America. Finally, even though Sam-
uel’s “Herrington” plantation lies several miles south of the land that was granted for the New Albion colony, Samuel Chew 
is an accepted ancestor for the Ancient Heraldic and Chivalric Order of Albion. 

By February of 2016, I had obtained the insignia from the various hereditary organizations that accept these “Samuel” an-
cestors. I mounted the insignia in the shape of an “S” in a display case for my son Samuel. My wife took a photograph of the 
display case and helped me label the photograph to show the name of each ancestor, when they lived, and the society that 
accepted them as an ancestor. I hope that this display case inspires my son Samuel to remember and appreciate his 
“Samuel” ancestors who founded the colonies that would become Rhode Island, Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, and 
fought to gain their independence during the Revolutionary War. I also hope that this “Samuels” display case inspires you 
to find creative ways to share your genealogical interest with your children. 

For My Son, Samuel, by Chris Moberg 
Continued from Page 14 

Display of Samuel ancestors designed by 

Chris Moberg. 
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Jacksonville, Florida, Chapter Society of Descendants of 
Lady Godiva Meeting 

 
From left to right:  Chamberlain Chairman Julie Dowling, Librarian General Abaca Dowling, Chancellor of the Exchequer 
Sonya Eason, Founding Lady General Davine Roberts, Baroness General Cathy Sopher, Page Chairman Bonnie Sopher, Au-
ditor Chairman Jean Mann, and Charter Member and Hostess Lois Swan. 

The annual meeting with luncheon of the Jacksonville Chapter was held at the lovely home of Lois Swan on 
January 5, 2019, at 11:30 a.m.  Lois used china, crystal, and place mats in the colors of our society for a beautiful 
table setting.  Two Lady Godiva memento favors were placed at each member’s seat. 

A delicious luncheon with dessert was enjoyed along with lively conversation!  After lunch, members moved to 
the living room to continue the lively conversation of genealogy and research.  Davine brought the latest books 
for royal–connected genealogy research along with a new ancestry chart by Ky White to show everyone.  Re-
search ideas and personal research experiences were shared and discussed.  Needless to say, a great time was 
had by all!  Graciously, Lois Swan accepted the position of the next Jacksonville Chapter President and will con-
tinue with a yearly meeting.  Congratulations to Lois! 

Founding Lady General Davine Roberts in center, with 

younger daughter Julie Dowling and granddaughter 

Abaca Dowling on left.  On right is Davine’s older 

daughter Cathy Sopher and granddaughter Bonnie 

Sopher.   

Davine with set table, Jacksonville 

meeting. 
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One of our scholarship recipients this year is Kristin McKenna.  She is a senior in the Nurs-
ing School at West Florida University and plans to graduate in August of 2019.  The follow-
ing is her personal letter outlining her goals and ambitions. 

As a young individual there are a number of different ideas that run through your head 
when you are first asked the question, ‘What are you going to major in?’ When you don’t 
know the answer, an immediate panic usually sets in. I didn’t know the answer to this 
question before, but I finally feel as if I have made the right decision for my future. My 
name is Kristin McKenna and I want to be a nurse. 

I recently completed my second year at the University of West Florida and my first semes-
ter of Nursing School, and successfully earned a 3.8 GPA. My plan before I went off to col-
lege was to receive a bachelor’s degree in communications and pursue a career as an event 
planner. However, after some self-reflection and deciding that I was more interested in helping other people who real-
ly needed it, I decided to pursue a bachelor of science degree in nursing with a minor in psychology. I am a hard-
working and highly dedicated individual. I am aware of what I want and will do anything to achieve my goals. 

In a way I believe part of the reason I decided to pursue the career path of nursing is because my grandmother was a 
nurse. Not only that, but I am highly drawn towards helping others which I believe has something to do with the ca-
reer paths that other members of my family have chosen. The field of nursing is also highly versatile and there are al-
ways job opportunities. My main plan is to become a travel nurse so I can help others from all over and travel to wher-
ever I am needed the most. When it comes to choosing a specialization I am still not entirely sure where I want to be. I 
am thinking along the lines of being in the emergency room or trauma so I would be handling a number of different 
issues that would arise. Another area I have considered is either labor and delivery or neo-natal so I can give newborns 
a fighting chance at life. Whichever I decide to choose I will be helping others. 

Currently I am in the process of completing my second semester in Nursing, and have successfully earned my minor 
and Associates Degree in Psychology. Admission is selective, due to the high number of students who apply and the 
limited availability of open spots. I will have to complete four additional semesters along with clinical work and in-
ternships in order to obtain my degree. It is by no means going to be an easy task to accomplish but I am ready for the 
challenges that lie ahead of me in order to be able to help others in need. 
 
Sincerely, 
Kristin McKenna 

Kristin McKenna 

Congratulating Our Two SDLG 2018 Scholarship 

Winners 

Kristin McKenna 

Bonnie Sopher 
Bonnie Sopher, our Page Chairman, was one of the Godiva Scholarship winners last year 
and is also one for this year.  She is in her second semester at the University of Tampa, and 
she is a member of their  Lacrosse team.  She sent the following message.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to be awarded the Lady Godiva scholarship! It’s very helpful 
in assisting with my many expenses related to getting my college education. I appreciate it 
very much. I sincerely thank all the members of the Society of Lady Godiva that made this 
possible. 

Bonnie Sopher 
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This figure of Lady Godiva was purchased by Queen Victoria 

and presented to Prince Albert on his birthday, 26 August 1857. 

It was modelled by the French sculptor Pierre-Emile Jeannest, 

who worked for both Minton and Elkington. At the Great Exhi-

bition his works for Elkingtons included a figure of Elizabeth I 

arriving at Kenilworth Castle which was praised by the Jury.  

Jeannest was well acquainted with the French troubadour style, 

concerned with the medieval and the chivalric, and quickly 

adapted this to the English taste.  

 

Lady Godiva was the wife of Leofric, an eleventh-century earl of 

Mercia, who imposed a harsh tax on the people of Coventry. 

Resisting Godiva's pleas on behalf of the citizens to repeal the 

tax, Leofric finally agreed to do so on condition that his wife 

parade naked through the streets of the town. This she did, her 

nakedness covered only by her long hair, having first issued a 

proclamation instructing the townspeople to remain indoors 

and keep their windows shuttered. From the seventeenth cen-

tury onwards, Lady Godiva was celebrated in Coventry by an 

annual parade as ‘the people's redeemer.’  

The legend proved highly popular with mid-nineteenth-century 

artists, perhaps inspired by Alfred Tennyson's poem 

‘Godiva’ (1842): 

 

Then she rode forth, clothed on with chastity:  

The deep air listen'd round her as she rode,  

And all the low wind hardly breathed for fear.  

 

The contemporary art press also recognized that ‘almost any semi-nude subject may be turned into a Godiva’, and 

some of these, like the annual re-enactment processions in Coventry, tended to be controversial. 

 

Godiva's horse, imagined by Tennyson as ‘trapt in purple 

blazon'd with armorial gold’, bears the arms of Coventry 

on the saddlecloth. Two further scenes from Lady Godi-

va's life were portrayed in bronze relief plaques around 

the base of the piece, one showing the heroine facing her 

husband to plead the cause of the people, the other show-

ing the legend of Peeping Tom, who disobeyed Godiva's 

orders and tried to spy on her, only to be struck blind. 

 

The base of the group was innovative for its use of champ-

levé enamels. Although A.W.N. Pugin and others had re-

introduced this technique into church plate, this is the 

first recorded example of its use on a piece of secular plate by Elkingtons. It was much admired and the firm went 

on to produce an entire tea service using this technique for the 1862 exhibition. 

 
Text from Victoria & Albert: Art & Love. Reprinted at the website of the Royal Collection Trust: 

https://www.rct.uk/collection/1571/lady-godiva 

 

Victoria, Albert and Lady Godiva 

Godiva statue, closeup of base. 

Godiva Statue, by Pierre-Emile Jeannest, 19th century. 
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Dear Members of the Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva, 

I am offering these lovely black tote bags for sale.  The bag has a deep outer zippered pocket and a smaller 
inside pocket.  The outside of the bag is approximately 16” across the top by 12” high with a 5 ½” by 10” 
base.  The two straps are each 26” long.  The Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva Insignia is embroi-
dered on the front of the tote, not printed. 

The bag is $50, of which $5 goes to the Lady Godiva Scholarship Fund.   $50.00 

               
         Postage      5.75 

               
         Total   $55.75 

 

Make your $55.75 check payable to Ann Williams Garner. 

Please send your order to: 

Ann Williams Garner 
102 Preston Road SE  
Parrott, GA  39877-5202 
Email:  awilli1861@aol.com 

Phone: (H) 229-623-5715; (Cell) 229-886-4219 

mailto:awilli1861@aol.com
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