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Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva (SDLG) members held their second national meeting on April 11, 2015, in 

Washington, D.C., with typical SDLG flair.  The meeting featured songs, informative talks by members and good food and 

drink.   

The meeting was but one highlight in an exciting year for SDLG members.  Godiva descendants made pilgrimages to Lady 

Godiva’s hometown of Coventry, England recently (see  p. 10), and to other parts of the United Kingdom to observe the 

celebrations of the 800th anniversary of Magna Carta (see p. 11).  SDLG membership continues to increase, and our 

youngest prospective member was welcomed into the world in May this year.  (See p. 12.) 

State Societies are forming rapidly, with 7 currently in operation — up from 2 at the beginning 

of 2015.  It is shaping up to be a successful year. 

Dear Members, 

The summer is rapidly coming to a close it seems with 
school starting!  Being a retired high school teacher, I am still 
thinking that way.  I hope you all enjoyed the summer and were 
able to keep cool.  Never have I had such a hectic summer – both 
good and bad!  The good part is that I was able to travel with my 
daughter (Cathy Sopher), two granddaughters (Abaca Dowling 
and Bonnie Sopher), and our friend (Chrissy Herreid) to 5 countries in three weeks in 
conjunction with a Mediterranean Cruise.  They are all officers or chairman in SDLG.  Of 
course, we have many pictures, and I will share one of them with you in this newsletter. (See 
p. 5.) 

The bad news is that my mother-in-law, who had Alzheimer’s Disease and lived with us the 
last 8 years, passed away on July 27th when I was out of the country.  The other piece of bad 
news is that I have had some health issues, the worst being diagnosed with non-alcoholic 
fatty liver disease.  I have always been such a healthy person, and now I am trying to find out 
as much as I can about fatty liver disease. 

Our Charter Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva Meeting in April was a fun time for sure, 
and we had 50 members and guests who attended.  Our program, “A Hole in the Head” was 
presented by our Chirurgeon General Eric Nielsen, M.D.  The program was definitely 
interesting and informative – maybe a little too informative for some, and others wanted 
more!  My thanks certainly go out to him for this most interesting video presentation and 
program and the handouts he prepared.  Eric always contributes his photo skills with 
excellent pictures, too. 
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My thanks to Adornment Chairman Madeline Alworth for designing and printing our SDLG 

Charter, which was distributed at our April meeting.  I received tremendous help and support 

from Medieval Heritage Artist General Patsy Bass and Editor of the Godiva Gazette Suzanne Bass.  

They arrived very early and helped with the decorations, set up, sign-in table and photography.  

Thanks to Karen Hall for having a beautiful voice and sharing her talent with us in singing her 

rendition/arrangement of the Godiva Song.  We all joined in the singing the second time around 

and had fun singing, too.  Earle General Alex Bannerman’s recitation of the Godiva Poem was 

outstanding.  This poem was written by our Poet Laureate Dianne Boren.  Thank you, Barb 

Allison, Prelate (Chaplain) pro tem! 

I am so excited to tell you that we are now a tax exempt nonprofit organization issued by the 

Internal Revenue Service (IRS).  Many thanks to our Justiciar Annelies Mouring, Esq. for accomplishing this mission.  I filed 

our E-Postcard, so we are in good order with the IRS! 

We are very fortunate in that Dr. Mark E. Young, Sr., volunteered to develop our website and serve as the Webmaster.  He 
announced this at our meeting, and members and prospective members have been visiting the site.  We have gotten new 
members due to our website.  I am inviting you to visit http://societyofdescendantsofladygodiva.weebly.com/ if you haven’t 

already done so. 

We have a SDLG informative brochure available to recruit members.  This could come in 

handy to pass out to prospective members before or after some of our other gatherings.  If 

you would like a copy, please send me an email requesting it. 

Our first Godiva Scholarship recipient was Abaca Dowling, our Librarian General.  She 
graduated suma cum laude with highest honors from the University of Florida on May 1, 
2015, with her BA in Elementary Education.  She is 22 years old and is now teaching math 
and science at Arlington Heights Elementary School in Jacksonville, FL.  I am encouraging 
others to apply for our Godiva Scholarship, and the information letter about this 
scholarship is in this newsletter.  (See p. 14.) 

As you know, from the January newsletter, we have state societies for SDLG where there 
are at least 12 members in a state.  These societies came about by members wanting to 
associate with other members in their state at the state level, since everyone does not go 
to Washington, DC, every year in April – I was told!  So we have societies in states that 

have 12 members or more, and some that are working towards 12 members. 

Duchess of Alabama: Oma Mae Hill Gaines (Genealogy Chairman)  
Duchess of Arizona: Lee Nelson  
Duke or Duchess of Connecticut: TBD  
Duchess of Florida: B. Davine Roberts - (Founding Lady General)  
Duke of Maryland: Dr. Mark E. Young, Sr. - (National Royal Alchemist General & Webmaster) 
Duchess of Oklahoma: Ellen Jayne Wheeler  
Duchess of Texas: Diane Dyess  
Duchess of Virginia: Virginia Hurtes Rouse  

If you would like to head up a state society which has not already been established, please let me know; even if there are not 
quite 12 members at this time. 

A date has not been set for our April meeting in 2016, but I expect we will have a date soon.  There was a conflict with the 
Saturday time we had last April.  Having a tea is still the plan.  Our Baron General Ken Roach has suggested Friday, April 15, 
2016, for the tea at the Army and Navy Club.  Are there any other recommendations?  Please reply as soon as possible if you 
have another opinion or option.  Meetings dates of other societies are listed at http://www.hereditary.us/meetings.htm.  You 
will find this web site along with the other links very useful. We would like to have the fewest conflicts possible, when most 
of our members can meet for our tea.   

Lady General’s Message,  continued from p. 1 

The Lady General with Gene-

alogist General Tracy  Crock-

er, representing SDLG at the 

Hereditary Society Commu-

nity Reception. 

Davine with Anita Eastman, SDLG His-

toriographer, meeting to discuss the 

Society’s history book. 

Continued on p. 3. 
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The Florida Society Descendants of Lady Godiva second annual meeting was head Friday, February 6, 2015, 
3:30-4:30 p.m. at the Embassy Suites Lake Buena Vista Hotel, Orlando, FL.  On this date, there were 51 FL 
members, and we had at least 18 in attendance.  The meeting was planned between two other society meet-
ings which proved beneficial to those in attendance.  Everyone introduced themselves and stated their ances-
tor’s name and colony. 
 
A program was planned  on “Court Jesters,” but our speaker was unable to make the meeting.  I was privi-
leged to read “The Legend of Lady Godiva,” an original poem by our Poet Laureate Dianne Boren.  Founding 
member Nancy Burch shared information about the lovely ancestry charts which Ky White prints based on 
an individual’s lineage back to one’s notable ancestor, i.e., from Godiva to your Gateway ancestor.  The chart 
could be a few generations or a thousand years or more.  A chart with lineage from Godiva was passed 
around for viewing. 
 

A lovely Godiva Chocolate Basket (shown in our January issue) was donated by our Florida member (and 
charter member) Linda Neal, and the voices from this endeavor totaled $55.00 which went toward our schol-
arship fund.  Many thanks goes to Linda for doing this.  The lucky winner was charter member Anne Schwan-
da.  A Florida SDLG membership list was given to members. 
 
We enjoyed the free manager’s reception from 5:30–7:30 p.m.  Thank you, Prelate (Chaplain) General Beth 
Wilson for helping us obtain the free meeting room.  Members are looking forward to our next meeting in 
February 2016.    
 
B. Davine Roberts 
FL Society Descendants of Lady Godiva 

Florida Society SDLG Report 

Left:: Davine Roberts and Fran 

Davis, President General of 

Colonial Dames of the 17th 

Century and SDLG Founding 

Member at the Florida recep-

tion.  We were honored that 

Fran could attend our FL Godi-

va meeting. 

Right: Davine and Opal Spen-

cer, founding member, at FL 

SDLG Annual Meeting 

It has been an honor for me to be asked to attend other society meetings to represent the Society of Descendants of Lady 
Godiva.  These are: Presidential Families of America, National Society Colonial Dames of the 17th Century, Hereditary 
Society Community and National Society Southern Dames of America.   

“Good Judgment, Good Spirit, and Good Character Generate Happiness with 

Reward through Membership and Service” 

Here’s wishing everybody a joyful end to the summer and an awesome fall! 

Yours in SDLG, 

B. Davine Moore Roberts 

Lady General’s Message, continued from p. 2 
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Founding Lady General Davine Roberts called the Chartering Meet-
ing of the Society to order at 4:00 PM. 

The invocation was given by the pro tem Prelate General Barbara 
Allison. 

First Lady in Waiting Ann Garner led the Pledge of Allegiance to the 
Flag of the United States of America. 

The Objective of the Society was given by First Lady in Waiting Ann 
Williams Garner. 

Second Lady in Waiting Sharon Stine read the motto of the Society. 

Lord Marshall George Hill explained the colors of the Society. 

The official Flower Colors of the Society was given by Herald General Jane Power.  The table  flowers of the Society were 
compliments of the Army and Navy Club. 

Founding Lady General Roberts welcomed members and guests to the Chartering Meeting of the Society.  She welcomed 
her “cousins” and their guests.  She then thanked Honorary Member Lt. Col. Charles Robert Odom, U.S. Army, Ret’d. and 
his wife, Carla, for sponsoring the meeting.   

The officers were presented as were other titled attendees. 

It was brought to attention that since some members might be unable to attend a National meeting that seven states were 
either organized or being organized, namely, Duke of Maryland Mark Young, Sr. and Duchess of Virginia Virginia Rouse.  

Founding Lady General Roberts introduced the National presidents of other societies: 

Alexander “Alex” Bannerman, Karen Hall, Karen McClendon, Carla Odom, Charles Poland,  

Jane Power, Michael Swisher 

REPORTS: 

Founding Lady General Roberts reported that seven states have either organized or are being organized.  In addition to 
Maryland and Virginia, we have the following: Arizona, Connecticut, Florida, Oklahoma and Texas. [See Lady General’s 
Message, p. 2, for the list of new state clubs with leaders’ names.] 

She requested information if any other states would like to form a State Society.   

She encouraged all to read the newsletter as it carries not only the history of Lady Godiva but also the involvement of the 
members. 

A $500 scholarship was awarded this year to Abaca Davine Dowling, the granddaughter of the Founding Lady General, alt-
hough she declined to vote on the scholarship due to their relationship.   A full scholarship report was featured in the win-
ter issue of The Godiva Gazette. 

Founding Lady General Roberts shared her memories on her trip to Coventry, England last year.  

She thanked the Florida Society and Linda Neal for the basket of Godiva Chocolates that was used as a fund raiser for the 
scholarship. 

The Treasurer’s Report was presented by Scribe General Paulette Lollar due to the absence of the Chancellor of the Excheq-
uer Sonya King.  (Attached.) 

The Registrar Genealogist General Tracy A. Crocker’s report was read by Scribe General Paulette Lollar due to his absence.  
As of 3/15/15, the Society has 216 members and 12 approved supplemental applications.   

First Lady in Waiting Ann Williams presented a tote bag that she designed as a fund raiser.  It sells for $45. 

Second Lady in Waiting Sharon Stine and Count General Mike Swisher stated that they are busy preparing bylaws for the 
Society.  When asked about the 501 (c) 3 designation, Founding Lady General Roberts announced that it is in the final stage 
of preparation.   

Countess General Carla Odom stated that it was a pleasure to assist with the location and that she provided suggestions for 

Minutes: 

SOCIETY OF DESCENDANTS OF LADY 
GODIVA MEETING 

ARMY AND NAVY CLUB 

 WASHINGTON, D, C,  April 11, 2015 

Continued on p. 5 
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some of the medieval titles adopted for the general officers. 

Earle General Alexander Bannerman had no report, but offered to provide a 
list of gateway ancestors for the website. 

Royal Alchemist General Mark Young Sr. requested help with a tri-fold bro-
chure.  He is our webmaster and has linked our page to Facebook. 

Medieval Heritage Artist General Patsy Bass announced that she has pre-
pared note cards from her paintings to sell as a fund raiser.  A list of the 
cards and prices can be found in the newsletter. 

Adornment Chairman Madeline Alworth reported that each charter mem-
ber attending received a copy of the Society Charter.  There was also a 
charter for all charter members attending should sign.  The originals will 
be kept by Founding Lady General Roberts.  Her report stated that a grand total of $393.50 after expenses for charters and 
ribbons of $73.21.  She thanked Patsy Bass and Suzanne Bass for their assistance in bringing the charters and note cards to 
the Chartering meeting. 

Ministrel General Karen Hall performed the Lady Godiva song and asked those in attendance to join in. 

Chirurgeon General Eric Nielsen, MD presented a program on trepanation entitled “A Hole in the Head.”   

Earle General Alex Bannerman read a poem on Lady Godiva written by Poet Laureate Dianne Boren. 

New Business 

Founding Lady General Roberts reported that the bylaws were sent out on February 18, 2015, but that several minor 
change requests from members were presented.  The largest request was that Article III – Fees and Dues — be removed 
and placed in Standing Rules.  She asked for a motion to send the bylaws back to committee to make the necessary chang-
es, but Count General Mike Swisher asked that any vote be postponed until the bylaws are completed.  It was moved and 
seconded that the bylaws be sent back to committee.  Passed. 

Once the bylaws and Standing Rules are completed, they will be sent electronically for a vote.   

Founding Lady General Roberts asked for a motion to donate $100 to the Hereditary Community Society (HSC).  It was 
moved and seconded to make a donation.  Passed. 

Being no further business, Founding Lady General Roberts asked pro tem Prelate General Allison for the Benediction.  
The meeting was adjourned at 5:40 PM 

Submitted by Scribe General Paulette Lollar  

Approved by: 
Chirurgeon General Eric Nielsen 
Herald General Jane Power  

Lady Godiva, Sculpture (19th Century)                      
by  John Thomas 

Continued from p. 4 

What started out as a trip to Greece in July as a graduation present to my grand-
daughter, Abaca Davine Dowling, kept growing.  Abaca’s great-grandmother 
was full Greek, as were both of her great-grandmother’s parents, who came from 
Greece to this country in 1901 from Monemvasia, Lakonia, Greece.  Our trip end-
ed up being a European/Mediterranean tour and then a cruise involving three 
other family members and a distant cousin/friend, all SDLG officers or chair-
men.  Our first stop was Barcelona, Spain, then to Paris, and on to Venice.  Then 
we boarded the Norwegian Spirit in Venice for a 12-day Grand Mediterranean 
cruise.  We traveled to Kusadasi, Turkey; Istanbul, Turkey; Mykonos, Greece; Piraeus (Athens), Greece, 
Naples/Pompeii; Civitavecchia (Rome); Livorno (Florence/Pisa), Toulon, France; and back to Barcelona.  
Probably the highlights of our trip were the Eiffel Tower (in daylight and lit up at night) and the Louvre 
in Paris; many ancient ruins in Athens; Coliseum and Sistine Chapel in Rome; Blue Mosque in Istanbul; 
volcanic ruins of Pompeii; and the Leaning Tower of Pisa.     — Davine Roberts 

Five SDLG Members Tour Five Countries in July Pictured at the Eiffel 
Tower:  Librarian Gen-
eral Abaca Dowling, 
Lady General Davine 
Roberts, Scholarship 
Chairman Chrissy Her-
reid, Page Chairman 
Bonnie Sopher, Baron-
ess General Cathy So-
pher. 
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Scenes from the April 

Meeting! 

There were so many great photos from the Char-

ter SDLG meeting in April, we’ve tried to include 

as many as possible.   

Twyla Brammell, Oma Gaines, Mike Swisher 

Left: Davine 
Roberts, 

Barb Allison 

Right: Pat 
Fullerton, 
Paulette 

Lollar 

Lorie King, Mollie London, Kenneth Roach, Douglas Mabee, 
Martha Whitt, Annette Smith, Twyla Brammel 

Mike Swisher, Chuck Poland 

Ann Shwanda, Lila Sandstrom 

Karen McClendon, Debby 
Wilhite 

Patsy Bass 

Fran Davis 
Eric Nielsen, M.D. 

Dessert and Socializing... 

Continued on p. 7 
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More Scenes from the April Meeting! 

Frank and Joan Jenks 

Eric Nielsen, M.D., Marsha Ma-
sone 

Martha Whitt, Karen Hall, Twyla Brammell 

Sharon Stine, Carla Odom, Ann Williams 

Janisue Rigel 

Karen Janezy 

Mark Young, M.D. 

David Grinnell 

Nicki  Birch 

Ellen Jayne Wheeler, Fran Davis 

Suzanne Bass 

Douglas Mabee 

Pat Gallagher with 
Chamberlain keys 

Davine Roberts, Alex Banner-
man 

Karen Hall, Mary Glen, Ora Jane Johnson, 
Pat Gallagher, Davena Rigel-Liepman, 

Janisue Rigel 
Karen Hall, Mary Glenn 

Davine Roberts, Ann Williams, George Hill, Mike Swisher, 
Jane Power 

Continued on p. 8 
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April Meeting Photos, 

continued 

Annette Smith, Oma Gaines 

Janisue Rigel, Leslie Reynolds, Laura Allen, Anne Schwanda, Karen Hall, 
Mary Glenn, PatGallegher, Davena Rigel-Liepman 

Karen McClendon, Mollie London, Lorie 
King (Debby Wilhite in background) 

Jane Power, Alex Bannerman 

Chuck Poland, Ora Jane 
Johnson 

George Hill, M.D. 

Davine Roberts, Paula and Dick 
Warren 

Leslie Reynolds 
Jane Peak 

Virginia Rouse 

Ann Henninger 

Alex Bannerman, Carla Odom, Paulette Lollar 

Right: Davine Rob-
erts, Ann Williams, 

Alex Bannerman, 
Jane Power, Eric 
Nielsen, Douglas 
Mabee, Kenneth 

Roach 
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Co-Editors:  

Suzanne Bass, Melissa Fischer 

Royal Alchemist Report, Dr. Mark E. Young, Sr.  

Remain Sure Footed on Your Journey   

July 2015 

 Hear Ye, Hear Ye, Hear Ye, I am indeed here to serve our Royal Highness, but let there be no doubt as I continue my research 
it is for all who dwell within our kingdom.  As I work to please Her Majesty, all is well in our kingdom and our realm. The beginnings of 
alchemy are hidden in the mists of time. Such a science is something far more than an outlet for a few eccentric old men in their dot-
age. What was the motive behind our constant strivings, our never-failing patience in the unraveling of the mysteries, the tenacity of 
purpose in the face of persecution and ridicule through the countless ages that led me as your alchemist to pursue undaunted my ap-
pointed way? Something far greater, surely, than a mere vainglorious desire to transmute the base metals into gold, or to brew a potion 
to prolong a little longer this earthly span, for we as the devotees of alchemy in the main care little for such things.   In short, I am mo-
tivated by the well being of all who hear. 

 Each year, millions of adults aged 65 and older fall. Falls can cause moderate to severe injuries, such as hip fractures and head 
traumas, and can increase the risk of early death. Fortunately, falls are a public health problem that is largely preventable.  

 According to the CDC, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the death rates from falls among older men and women 
have risen sharply over the past decade. In 2013, about 25,500 older adults died from unintentional fall injuries. Men are more likely 
than women to die from a fall. After taking age into account, the fall death rate is approximately 40% higher for men than for women. 
Over 95% of hip fractures are caused by falls. Each year, there are over 258,000 hip fractures and the rate for women is almost twice the 
rate for men.   

 How can older adults prevent falls?  1.) Exercising regularly. It is important that the exercises focus on increasing leg strength 
and improving balance, and that they get more challenging over time. Tai Chi programs are especially good.  2.) Asking their doctor or 
pharmacist to review their medicines—both prescription and over-the counter—to identify medicines that may cause side effects or 
interactions such as dizziness or drowsiness.  3.) Having their eyes checked by an eye doctor at least once a year and updating their 
eyeglasses to maximize their vision.  Seniors should consider getting a pair of glasses with single vision distance lenses for some activi-
ties such as walking outside.  4.)Making their homes safer by reducing tripping hazards, adding grab bars inside and outside the tub or 
shower and next to the toilet, adding railings on both sides of stairways, and improving the lighting in their homes.  

 To lower their hip fracture risk, older adults can: 1.) Get adequate calcium and vitamin D—from food and/or from supple-
ments. 2.) Do weight bearing exercise. 3.)Get screened and, if needed, treated for osteoporosis.  

 Heed my words of wisdom as I dispel the myths of this world.  Yea, in my last report I warned of the dangers of those who still 
today “practice” medicine with little to no knowledge or complete understanding of the elixirs they prescribe.  Indeed, I was unaware 
that I had recently lost a dear cousin just prior to my issuing my prophetic warning,  as a result of such misguided issuance of elixirs.   

News from the Webmaster: 

 Spread the word....  about our website:  www.SOCIETYOFDESCENDANTSOFLADYGODIVA.COM   

I have designed and built our website, working closely with our Founding Lady General.  This website is a work 

in progress, but I am confident that it gives us the quality and presence online that was Davine and my shared 

vision.  The site includes brief historical information about our ancestor, Lady Godiva, information about us as a 

society, how to apply for membership, and a basic contact form.  I've also included links to all of the Gazettes, a 

link to our Facebook page, and a link to our “Membership Request” form.   
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Visiting England?  Planning a side trip to Coven-
try?  Here’s How!      

Report by Lynda Moreau 

If you happen to find yourself in London, a day trip to Coventry is quite doable and very easy!  My hus-

band and I were in London in June for the 800th Magna Carta anniversary, and I knew I wanted to visit 

Coventry to pay homage to “our girl.”   

We decided to take the train from London to Coventry.  I checked out the train schedule on line.  

There are slight discounts available for paying in advance, but most of the lines will not take foreign 

credit cards due to the amount of fraud.  Also, they require you to reserve a specific train/time, which 

locks you in to a set schedule.  We elected to just wing it when we got there, and for us that proved to 

be the best choice. 

Direct trains to Coventry from London leave from Euston Station. You have a choice of two different 

rail lines – Virgin or London Midland.  While Virgin is more “deluxe” it’s also a lot more expensive.  

Since it only takes about an hour and 10 minutes to get to Coventry, we elected to go the less expensive 

route and chose London Midland.  They make a few more stops, but otherwise the trains are clean and 

comfortable and the ride was quite pleasant.  Trains for this route leave about every hour or so – we 

took the Underground to the station and went to the ticket office to purchase our tickets that same 

day. Since we didn’t know how long we wanted to stay in Coventry, we chose an “open return” which 

allowed us to get on any returning train that same day.  Each round trip ticket cost us about 23 pounds 

(roughly 35 dollars or so).  It would have been a little cheaper had we wanted to commit to a return 

time. 

The train pulled into the Coventry station which, thankfully, is not too far from the City Center.  There were plenty of cabs waiting and available.  Take advantage of the 

cab ride – it’s really a little too far to walk and only costs about 4-5 pounds.  We asked the driver to take us to the City Center and he dropped us off about 1 block from 

the Lady Godiva statue, which was a gift to the city from one of its residents.  It is located right across from the Lady Godiva News Stand and the charming glockenspiel 

that strikes every hour.  After a photo op at the statue, I was hoping the news stand would have some great little Godiva souvenirs…but alas….NO.  Nothing.  We settled 

on a bench as it was near 11:00 a.m. and we wanted to see the glockenspiel go through its paces.  Sure enough…the clock struck 11:00, the doors open swung open and out 

came Godiva on her trusty steed.  When she was about half way around, another door opened above her and Peeping Tom looked out at her with his big bug eyes. A few 

moments later, he retreated back behind his window and Godiva continues on across.  Don’t miss it!  It happens every hour, on the hour. 

Most of the town of Coventry is quite modern now, due to the extensive bombing it suffered at the hands of the Germans during World War II.  However, vestiges of the 

medieval town remain.  We were hot on the trail of Lady Godiva, so our first stop was the Town Hall, where wonderful images of Godiva and her husband Leofric grace 

the exterior.   

We continued on to the Coventry Cathedral.  There has been a church on this site since the beginning of the 12th century.  The area was dominated by the Cathedral Pri-

ory Church of St. Mary, founded by Leofric and Godiva.  It was destroyed in the Dissolution (about 1539), but the ruins may 

be seen in Priory Row – more about that later.    On 14 November 1940, the city came under a sustained attack from the 

bombs of the German Luftwaffe.  The Nazis later coined a grim term for that type of destruction.  When they repeated this 

action on another town afterwards, they said it had been “Coventrated.”  The Cathedral suffered a direct hit and burned 

with the city.  It is those ruins that you can visit today.  The tower and spire, built between 1373 and 1394, escaped destruc-

tion – they are considered masterpieces of Gothic architecture.  Visiting the cathedral is free, but of course donations are 

welcomed.  The new cathedral is right next door.  It is quite modern, but worth visiting in its own right, and even has a 

little coffee shop. 

Tucked away in the courtyard of the ruins of the old cathedral is the gift shop – don’t miss it!   The local ladies who volun-

teer there are very helpful – we got a free map of the town and a visitor’s guide, along with a lots of good advice about what 

to see that is Godiva-related.  AND – there are many Godiva goodies available for purchase!  They were so pleasantly sur-

prised to learn about our Society and seemed thrilled to meet an actual descendant (ME!).    

There are many restaurants and pubs in this area, so finding a place for a bit of lunch was easy.  After we had a bite and a 

brief rest, we walked over to the Priory Visitor Center.  Here you can view the ruins of the original Benedictine monastery 

established by Godiva and Leofric in 1043 (most are underground – excavation began in 1999) – tours are available several 

times a day for only 2.50 pounds.  The Visitor Center is free and has another lovely gift shop where I found several DIFFER-

ENT Lady Godiva souvenirs – lovely note cards, etc.   There is also an interesting and FREE Lady Godiva exhibit nearby at 

the Hebert Art Gallery and Museum – again, easy walking distance.  They have an entire separate exhibit on Lady Godiva 

that is fun and interactive.  You should allow at least 30 minutes to fully enjoy it.  I especially liked the “Lady Godiva in the 

Movies” component – it allowed you to watch snippets of the Lady Godiva story as depicted in film, beginning with silent 

movies into the present day. They also had a gift shop – more stuff to buy!  We hopped a cab back to the train station and 

were back in London before 5:00 p.m.   

I would highly recommend a trip to the town of Coventry – it is a wonderful day trip with a lot to see and do. 

 

Lynda Moreau at the Godiva Statue, Coventry 

Margaret Perham , who also took 
a trip to Coventry, at the statue.  

Godiva is decorated in the colors 
of a local football team. 
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Honoring the Magna Carta 

Several SDLG members visited Great Brit-

ain this year to enjoy the celebrations surround-

ing the 800th anniversary of the signing of the 

Magna Carta.  Here are some reports from 

those trips. 

Report by Charles Poland 

In June, I participated in a tour of just over 100 people, surrounding the 800th anniversary of 

the Magna Carta, sponsored by the National Society of Magna Charta Dames and Barons. 

Unfortunately, I missed the activities on Saturday and Sunday, due to an emergency diversion 

of my flight to the Canadian Air Force Base at Goose Bay, Canada (some of you may have seen 

the news coverage on CNN about the flight). However, once I arrived, I thoroughly enjoyed 

the trip.  

The ceremonies at Runnymede on Monday June 15 were very dramatic, with the Queen, 

Prince Phillip, Princess Anne, and Prince William all attending, along with Prime Minister 

David Cameron, Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby, and many other British Dignitaries. 

US Attorney General Loretta Lynch, U.S. Ambassador Matthew Barzun, and American Bar Association President William Hubbard headed the US 

delegation. Entertainment was provided by the London Philharmonic and students from Royal Holloway University. Following the ceremonies, we 

had a very pleasant tea at the adjoining estate of Mrs. Tessa Kennedy.  

The tour continued Tuesday with a lecture at Royal Holloway University by former Labour Foreign and Home Secretary Jack Straw on the conflicts 

between the ideals of the Magna Carta and the demands for security, especially in an era of terrorism. 

Wednesday we went to Windsor Castle. I’d been there before, but at the that time I didn’t know much about my ancestry. This time I was able to 

locate things related to several of my ancestors who were Knights of the Garter, as well as to see things I simply missed on the prior visit, because 

there’s so much to see. 

On Thursday we toured Lincoln Cathedral and Castle, and saw their Magna Carta exhibit, where they have one of the four surviving original 1215 

copies of the Magna Carta. This was of great interest to the group, as were all descended from one or more of the 25 Sureties for the Magna Carta 

(in my case, nine of them, and King John).  

Friday some of the group left the tour, and the rest of us went to Bury St Edmunds and Framlingham Castle, which are also significant in Magna 

Carta history, and of particular interest to me because of their ties to Thomas Mowbray, 1st Duke of Norfolk, another of my ancestors. 

Saturday we went to Stonehenge, the Iron Age fort of Sarum, and Salisbury Cathedral, which also has one of  the original 1215 copies of the Magna 

Carta. In addition, the Cathedral has a chapel dedicated to St. Margaret of Scotland, and the Tomb of William Longespée, 3rd Earl of Salisbury, both 

of whom are my ancestors, so I quite enjoyed that stop. 

Sunday we went to Canterbury Cathedral, where we heard a sung Mass, presided over by Dean Robert Willis, and 

had a chance to talk with him for a while afterwards. Next we went to Faversham, where they have a recently dis-

covered a 1300 copy of the Magna Carta. Then went to Allington Castle for an excellent tea and a tour of the re-

stored castle, which is now a private residence. Finally, we had dinner at a very nice farewell dinner just outside 

Windsor Castle. 

Overall, it was a great trip, steeped in history, which I really enjoyed.  

Right: Lincoln Cathe-
dral, holder of one of 

the earliest copies of 
Magna Carta. (Photo 
by Charles Poland.) 

Report by Madeline Alworth 

My husband Charles and I travelled to Great Britain in June to watch an amazing correlated event of history in 

Lincoln for the celebration of the 800th anniversary of Magna Carta.  Lincoln Cathedral owns one of the four 1215 

exemplars of the Magna Carta, which at present is on loan to the museum in Lincoln, and this copy has travelled 

extensively in the past several years, having been displayed in places such as Washington, D.C.  We visited the 

Lincoln museum (David P.J. Ross Magna Carta Vault) where the Magna Carta and other related historical docu-

Continued on p. 12 

Madeline Alworth at Magna 
Carta museum 
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ments (such as the Charter of the Forests, a document leading 

up to the Magna Carta) are displayed; very interesting and well 

presented.    The City of Lincoln and other locations through-

out the U.K. had Magna Carta celebration activities for all ages.  

On June 15, we watched as the Royal Air Force Aerobatic Team 

(called the Red Arrows) at precisely  1 p.m. performed a flyover 

of Lincoln, shortly after they had flown over Runnymede, Sur-

rey, site of the sealing of the Charter by King John in 1215.  We 

even ate a piece of an enormous Magna Carta cake, featuring a 

depiction of the document and the 25 coats of arms of the 

Magna Carta barons, and watched a processional of the school 

children of Lincoln march, along with a King John costumed-

character, through the Castle gate holding onto a very long five 

foot wide banner depicting the Charter itself, all hand painted 

by the children.   Many were in attendance to help celebrate 

this happy and historic day. 

Continued from p. 11 

Flyover of Lincoln by the Red Arrows 

Newest Prospective SDLG Member! 

Catherine Anne Margaret Burnley was born May 5, 2015, in Alexandria, Va. Her 

parents are Staci-Jill Stanley Burnley (Charter SDLG member) and Lt. Col. Todd 

Burnley, U.S. Army. 

Magna Carta cake 

Local children carry their Magna Carta 
banner through Lincoln Castle wall. 

“King John” marches with children and Magna Carta banner. 
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The SDLG 

Charter 
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Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva 

 

MEMORANDUM TO THOSE INTERESTED IN APPLYING FOR A SOCIETY OF DESCENDANTS OF LADY GODIVA SCHOLARSHIP 

 

The Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva is sponsoring a $500.00 scholarship to a student who is attend-
ing an accredited four-year college or university or an accredited community college. The student must be 
enrolled in college full time and have a 3.0 GPA or above. The student must submit an acceptance letter 
from their college of choice if they will be a freshman in September, an official transcript of grades of previ-
ous year from school attended, two letters of references, a social security number, and a letter telling of his/
her aims and ambitions. 

 

The Scholarship Chairman and Committee Members will furnish applications upon request.  The application 
must be completed fully and returned with all of the requirements by November 1, 2015 to the address be-
low.  The criteria for awarding the scholarship are need, academic merit, extracurricular participation and 
community service.  The winner of the scholarship will be announced by December 1, 2015.  The $500.00 
scholarship will be sent directly to the winning student’s college. 

 

If you know someone who is eligible for the Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva, please have them con-
tact the Scholarship Committee Members for an application: 

 

 

B. Davine Moore Roberts  Christine “Chrissy” Herreid  Charlene Herreid, Ph.D. 

Founding Lady General  Scholarship Committee Chairman Councillor 

Retired High School Teacher  Founding Member SDLG  Founding Member SDLG 

DavineR@aol.com   College Student   University Administrator 

904-766-6182    Chrissyherreidj@aol.com  Orangetree83@aol.com 

cell 904-910-8614   cell 813-468-5555   cell 813-468-5556 

mailto:DavineR@aol.com
mailto:chrissyherreidj@aol.com
mailto:Orangetree83@aol.com
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Dear Members of the Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva, 

 

I am offering these lovely black tote bags for sale.  The bag has a deep outer zippered pocket and a smaller 

inside pocket.  The outside of the bag is approximately 16” across the top by 12” high with a 5 ½” by 10” 

base.  The two straps are each 26” long.  The Society of Descendants of Lady Godiva Insignia is embroidered 

on the front of the tote, not printed. 

 

The bag is $50 of which $5 goes to the Lady Godiva Scholarship Fund.   $50.00 

               

    Postage      5.75 

               

      Total $55.75 

 

Make your $55.75 check payable to Ann Williams Garner. 

 

Please send your order to: 

Ann Williams Garner 

102 Preston Road SE  

Parrott, GA  39877-5202 

Email:  awilli1861@aol.com 

Phone: (H) 229-623-5715; (Cell) 229-886-4219 

mailto:awilli1861@aol.com
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